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Chr istmas 


Dreetings 


©Ohe Christnas QParmula 


4 It takes two to make a Happy and Blessed Christmas— 
Se eth 4 The giver and the receiver 


—— 


“For God so loved the world, that He gave His only begotten Son, that 
whosoever believeth in Him should not perish, but have everlasting life.” 


-— The heart of mankind affirms and rejoices that God’s love 
revealed itself in the Bethlehem manger. 

O God, Who dost gladden us each year by the festival of our 
Saviour’s incarnation, give us the same mind that was in Him so 
that we may share freely what Thou dost give and find the way to 
spread the spirit of Christmas. 
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Say ‘Merry Christmas” with a Book 


THE MYSTERY OF JORDAN GREEN 


By MARGARET R. SEEBACH 


Wholesome in quality, abounding in humorous and exciting 
situations, with an underlying element of entrancing mystery, this 
is a work of fiction that will have an elevating effect and a strong 
appeal for all ages and classes of readers. 


Cloth. Illustrated. $1.00. 


CONSECRATED LEADERSHIP 


By AMOS JOHN TRAVER 


A basis for a helpful study of some of the primary requisites of 
Christian leadership and of particular qualities which should charac- 
terize a Christian leader. Utilizing a sprightly and illuminating 
pictorial style, the author presents definite standards and also seeks 
to inspire one to strive for them. 


Cloth. 75 cents. 


SECOND HAND 


By EMMA GERBERDING LIPPARD 


This is a fascinating story of mission work in Japan. The 
author from long years of service as missionary is thoroughly con- 
versant with this land and provides as a background for a delightful 
romance a vivid and authentic portrayal of the life of the missionary 
and mission work in Japan. 


Cloth. 75 cents. 


THE CHRIST WHO IS ALL 


By AMOS JOHN TRAVER 


This inspirational work by a former secretary of the Luther 
League shows _in a most convincing manner how the surrender of 
one’s life to Christ provides one with the proper point from which 
to work out toward a sure and happy answer to all of life’s problems. 


_ It will prove especially helpful for young people needing to have 
their faith more strongly established or under the necessity of 
settling the question of vocation and adjusting themselves to difficult 


life situations. 
Cloth. 75 cents. 


AN EAGLE OF THE WILDERNESS 
By MARGARET R. SEEBACH 


_This narrative sketch of Henry Melchior Muhlenberg is no 
ordinary biography, but a weaving together in story form of such 
significant and revealing events in his life as are needed to make 
possible a close and sympathetic acquaintance with one whom Luther- 
ans, old and young, should know. 


Cloth. Illustrated. $1.00. 


KATHERINE LUTHER OF THE WITTENBERG PARSONAGE 


By CLARA LOUISE DENTLER 


Here is an unusual portraiture of the wife ‘of Luther and a 
charming account of Luther’s home life. Taking the role of a 
regular correspondent and welcome visitor in that home the author 
gives an account vibrant with human interest. 


Cloth. Illustrated. $1.00. 


LIFE SERVICE 


By AMCS JOHN TRAVER 


These inspirational messages prepared for college and 

: e chur 
youth are guides for discovering the way of life. cervics! “The 
presentations are positive, not argumentative or speculative, and they 
plead with the youth of today to realize Christ and depend on Him. 


Cloth. 50 cents. 


THE WAY 


By CHARLES M. JACOBS 


The facts of religion, Christian truths, appear here i 
that anyone can understand and in a style at all will eee 
Christ is shown as the source and center of Christianity, and the 
Christian life in all its true glory is depicted and emphasized. This 
is a book for the adult and for the boy and girl of confirmation age 


as well. 
Cloth. $1.00. 


The United Lutheran Publication House 


1228-1234 Spruce Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 


The joyful Christmas bells will soon again be ring- 
ing in commemoration of the birth of cur Saviour. To 
many it only means greetings, good cheer and an inter- 


change of gifts. But to the Christian it has a wider 
and deeper significance.’ To him it means a real per- 
sonal Saviour, the unspeakable richness of God’s gift to 
men. And while an interchange of earthly gifts aming 
us is tight and pleasant, let us not forget that Christ- 
mas joy is not complete unless the gift of God has been 
given room in our hearts. 

The world, on this anniversary of our Saviour s birth, 
may be threatened with war; trust in governments, in 
business and between men may be at a low ebb; but the 
angels’ song is still buoyant. Jt first rang out in a world 
in which it competed with the rattle of arms and the 
bitter clash of creeds. It has sung itself down the ages 
despite competition. It persists today despite innumer- 
able disappointments and disillusionments. 

Every day would be Christmas in this old world 
if men were true to the teachings of Jesus Christ. Christ 
has fulfilled His share of prophecy. The world may 
do its part, too, when men pray daily for the salvation 
of all mankind, beginning with their own hearts, their 
own families, their own neighbors, when men do their 
part to help fill the world with the knowledge of God, 
His righteousness and His will. 

Let us, then, not observe Christnias in only a niere 
casual way, but let us consecrate ourselves anew to 
Christ and His Kingdom. May our thoughts be cen- 
tered this Christmas upon the greatest gift, the divine 
Son of God, our personail Saviour and Prince of Peace. 

And again—a merry, merry Christmas to all readers 
of the Review and to all young people everywhere. 


Christmas Gifts That Live 

The Christmas spirit is in the air, and that means 
that we are all preparing to choose, wrap and mail gifts, 
or grieving over the fact that our purses just will not 
stretch out to meet the many needs. 

And this message is for those who yearn to give, 
give freely and unselfishly, but whose purses have been 
pinched by a reduced income. 

It is a trite saying, yet a very true one, that a gift 
is measured by the heart and love put into it, and so it is 
that those who can not buy the kind of material gift 
that love prompts can find other valuable ways of ex- 
pressing that love. And some of the gifts for which the 
world is hungering are the kind that money—though 
you had much of it—can not buy. 

“A gift is like a seed sown. It is apparently lost 
in the great field, but it rises again in the harvest, God 
does not forget.’ People who give only to receive 
something in return do not get much pleasure from it. 
But those who give to their friends in need, or to those 
who appreciate a remembrance are spreading the true 
Christmas spirit. 

The Christmas spirit of generosity is not always 
shown by the size of our gift. The mere fact of being 
remembered by some thoughtful, useful gift, no matter 
how small, is worth more than its price or size. Christ- 


mas is peculiarly a time when one’s heart is tender with 
expectancy, and, if we catch that atmosphere, there will 
be little foolish giving, but much thoughtful, considerate 
giving. Consideration, thoughtfulness, good willtthree 
priceless gifts which all the wealth of an individual can 
not buy; yet which each one can give, if we would let 
go of our selfishness, our false pride. Is there anyone 
this Christmas to whom you ought to give these three 
precious gifts? Is there a father, a mother, a sister, a 
brother, who could be made unusually happy by your 
thoughtfulness, your consideration, your good will? 

Then there is the gift beyond price, the gift of for- 
giveness. If ever there was a time where we ought to 
let go old grudges, hard feelings, bitterness over the 
mistakes of another, the desire to get even, it is at the 
Christmas time. ‘For God so loved the world that He 
gave His only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in 
Him should not perish, but have everlasting life.’ When 
the true Christmas spirit fills our hearts we will find it 
easy to forgive. “And be ye kind to one another, ten- 
derhearted, forgiving one another, even as God for 
Christ’s sake hath forgiven you.” We cannot do this 
until we learn that there is something infinitely larger 
than personalities; that the cause of Christianity is the 
big thing, after all, and that we are defeating the very 
purpose of Christ’s coming into the world by refusing to 
give. Jesus had much to forgive, and how magnani- 
mously He forgave! Give this gift freely, gladly, in 
good measure. 

Every year as Christmas comes the message of the 
Apostle Paul deepens our appreciation of kindness. “Be 
kindly affectioned one to another with brotherly love; 
in honour preferring one another.” 

We often see persons who are in high position; 
who have wealth or beauty, or the advantage of higher 
education, yet who are unattractive for no other reason 
than that they have not learned how to be kind. And, 
because of their lack of kindness their personalities lack 
charm and winsomeness. The world needs kindness 
right now more than it needs brilliant intellects, business 
acumen, or lavish wealth. 

Though your purse be light, you can draw from 
your hearts’ wealth and give the gift of kindness, the 
value of which can not be measured or weighed. 

Gifts of courage and good cheer can be added to 
our lists. “Be not afraid,” the angels said to the shep- 
herds. What people need is not a courage of false 
optimism but a courage that grows out of a renewed 
faith in God, in themselves, 1 their fellow men. They 
need to know that some one near has such faith, is pray- 
ing for and with them, and is “standing by” in the hevr 
of need. Go in person, where you see the need, and 
give freely of the gifts of good cheer and courage. 

Christmas spirit should be perpetual. The real 
Christian is one that carries Christmas with him through- 
out the year. Consideration, thoughtfulness, good will, 
forgiveness, kindness, courage and good cheer—priceless 
gifts beyond the power of wealth to buy, gifts of the 
heart we all may give, gifts that will express the true 
Christmas spirit after Christmas Day is but a memory. 
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“THE PROMISED ONE AND OUR AGE” 
A Fellowship Hour for Advent 


(Prepared for the Long Island District Luther League 
by Rey. Norman M. Schlegel) 

Foreword: This fellowship hour is intended to give the stimulus 
for the proper spiritual preparation for Christmas. This hour will 
be most effective if all necessary ammouncements are made before ihe 
hour begins, and then carried through to its conclusion without 
further announcement. Its effectiveness will be further increased if 
the group participating is in a room just large enough to hold the 
group, and with the chairs arranged in a circle. Spiritual intimacy 
and fellowship of the group, leading to a desire for further prepara- 
tion on the part of the individual, is the aim of this service. 


Opening Hymn: ‘Come, Holy Ghost, Our Souls 
Imspires. Now lOG le aowhin-Noml42eCihind tune) Ga om Ss. 

Reader: We are once more looking forward to the 
celebration of the Birthday of our Master, Jesus Christ. 
Our celebration this year takes place in the midst of 
some of the most trying times the world has ever known. 
We need courage and faith to face these times, we need 
the guidance which can come alone from the Saviour, 
whose birthday we are about to celebrate. When we 
look beneath the surface of our own times, at funda- 
mental causes, at the underlying motives of men, we 
will find that they are not very different from those of 
ages past. God, through His prophets, had a message 
from them; a message of comfort and hope, a promise 
of a Saviour. It is wise for us, then tonight, to with- 
draw ourselves for this brief hour, from the noise and 
hurry of our own world, that here in quiet and solitude, 
with God in our midst, we may hear again His voice as, 
through the prophets, He gives us the assurance of His 
abiding presence and the promise of a Saviour-Friend, 
Jesus Christ. 


Hymn: “Dear Lord and Father of Mankind.” No. 
Bos), 187, Se Tele 
Reader: Already in the days of the patriarchs, there 


comes from the infinite love of God, the promise of His 
abiding guidance, and of a coming Saviour and Redeemer 
Who shall be His final revelation to man. At the bed- 
side of Jacob we hear that great patriarch giving to his 
sons a last bit of advice before he joins his fathers in 
the bosom of God. To Judah, his son, he utters these 
words of promise: “The Sceptre shall not depart from 
Judah, nor the lawgiver from between his feet, until 
Shiloh (the promised One) come; and unto Him shall 
the gathering of the people be.” So, first through the 
lips of Jacob comes the promise of the Messiah Who 
shall gather all people unto Him. 


Hymn: “O God of Jacob By Whose Hand.” No. 
Pavil, (C. Se, 183, 
Reader: Throughout the ages there have been men, 


who, taking themselves apart from the noise of life, 
have allowed their minds and souls to commune with 
God. To these God has given a deeper insight into His 
will and life, to some He has permitted a glimpse of 
the future glories that God has in store for those who 
trust in Him and love Him. Some of these men, like 
David and Solomon, were poets, who in the ecstasy of 
their visions put their thoughts into some of the great- 
est poetry of all time. Such a poem is Psalm 72. 
(Read Psalm 72). 

(Short Pause-—-about one minute). 

Reader: As we read the record of life in Israel 
about 700 years before the birth of Christ, we see a 
strange parallel of our own age. A mad scramble for 
wealth and pleasure, a scramble which made the rich 
richer, and the poor poorer. It was an age like our 
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own, built upon selfishness and_ self-sufficiency. Into 
that age was born the prophet Isaiah. As we listen 
tonight to the words he proclaimed to his age, we can 
almost hear him, standing at our own doorstep, shout- 
ing the same warning to our own age. Let us listen to 
his words and marvel at the accuracy with which they 
describe our day. “Your country is desolate—your silver 
is become dross—your rulers are companions of thieves 
—everyone loveth bribes and follows after rewards; they 
judge not the fatherless neither doth the cause of the 
widow come unto them. Their land is full of silver 
and gold, neither is there any end to their treasure— 
their land is full of idols; they worship the work of 
their hands, that which their own fingers have made.” 
—and—with these words Isaiah utters a warning of de- 
struction, a prophecy that all they have built shall fall 
into a chaos which they cannot recover. He tried to 
call them back to God but they heeded not—and—soon 
Israel as a nation passed into oblivion. 


“Smite Us Not In Anger, Lord.” 
(First stanza only). 


Solo or Hymn: 
No, did C, S> 18, 


Reader: But Isaiah did not confine himself to a 
fearless analysis of the ills of that civilization of his. 
He communed with his Heavenly Father and from Him 
received a vision of coming salvation. With this vision 
before him he utters’ these words: “—there shall come 
forth a shoot out of the stock of Jesse, and a branch out 
of his roots shall bear fruit. And the Spirit of the Lord 
shall rest upon Him, the spirit of wisaom and under- 
standing, the spirit of counsel and m‘ght, the spirit of 
knowledge and the fear of the Lord, and He shall not 
judge after the sight of His eyes, neither decide after 
the hearing of His ears; but with righteousness shall 
he judge the poor and decide with equity for the meek 
of the earth; and He shall smite the earth with the rod 
of His mouth, and with the breath of His lips shall He 
slay the wicked. And righteousness shall be the girdle 
of His waist, and faithfulness the girdle of His loins.— 
and in that day thou shalt say, I will give thanks unto 
Thee, O Lord, for though Thou wast angry with me, 
Thine anger is turned away and Thou comfortest me. 
Behold, God is my salvation; I will trust and will not 
be afraid: for the Lord, even Jehovah, is my strength 
and song, and He is become my salvation’. 


Hymn: “Comfort, Comfort Ye, My People”. 


i (C, Ss 18. 


Reader: Tonight we have culled from God’s Holy 
Word but a few of the promises which He has made to 
man, and, fulfilled in the Birth of our Master. These 
promises were made, not only to Israel of old, but to 
men of all ages. Through the centuries that have passed, 
men and women of God have found in them renewed 
courage and inspiration. They believed these promises 
of God. They obeyed His Commands. They put their 
whole trust in Him—and—today we read the record of 
their lives; lives rich and purposeful; lives that have left 
their impress for good, upon our civilization for all time. 
In the rich experience of their lives we must read the 
hope of our own. God never failed them in their need. 
He will not fail us in ours. Tonight we have seen but 
a few glimpses of that rich store-house of the ages, the 
Holy Scriptures. From it we have received just a few 
words of encouragement and hope. 
more. 


No. 


It contains many 
If it is our desire to make the most of our lives, 


LUTHER LEAGUE REVIEW 


—to take our proper place in bringing to the world the 
salvation for which it is eager, then, we will continue 
during this Advent season to build and strengthen our 
spiritual lives. Then when we celebrate our Lord’s 
birth we will do it with a new resolve, a new courage, 
and a new assurance of the hope that is found only in 
Him. God has a message of hope for our age. We are 
the instruments He uses in bearing that message to the 
world. To us, the Youth of Christ’s Church, comes His 
call to serve. Banded together for one purpose, His 
purpose, we are unconquerable, because HE is with us 
always. During the coming days let us withdraw from 
the rush of the world, and with God’s Word before us 
and Christ Jesus at our side, prepare ourselves for the 
task that challenges the best that is in us. 


Hymn: “On Jordan’s Banks the Herald’s Cry’. 
INOn Ze Ss 8k 

Prayer: Prepare your own, or use spontaneous sen- 
tence prayers. 

Hymn: “Thou Didst Leave Thy Throne’. No. 15 
Base EL. 


Note: The suggested hymns may be used by the group as a 
whole, or they may be used as solo, or quartet numbers. The best 
method probably would be for the group to sing the more familiar 
ones and arrange the others for solos or quartet numbers. 


CHRISTMAS IN THE HEART 


To Bethlehem our hearts, star led 
From wanderings far and wild, 
Turn to a lowly cattle-shed 

And kneel before the Child. 


We come from deserts, pitiless 
With lonely human pride; 

And from the howling wilderness 
Where dead and hate abide. 


Touched by his hand we find release 
From heavy griefs and fears; 

Our hearts are lifted up with peace 
And purified by tears. 


Ah, Saviour dear! Thou Holy Child, 
What power is thine to heal 

Our broken hearts, our wills defiled, 
When at thy feet we kneel. 


Grant us thy grace no more to roam, 
But, following thee alway, 

Find Bethlehem in every home, 

The whole year Christmas Day. 


—Henry and Tertius Van Dyke in ‘‘Light My Candle” 


THERE CHRIST IS BORN AGAIN 


Wherever one repenting soul 

Prays in its agonies of pain, 

By God’s sweet grace to be made whole— 
There Christ is born again. 


Wherever bond of ancient thrill 

A strong soul bursts its shackling chain, 
And upward strains to meet the Call— 
There Christ is born again. 


Wherever vision of the light 
Disturbs the sleeping souls of men, 
Night trails away its shadowy light— 
And Christ is born again. 


Wherever a soul in travail turns, | 

And climbs the barriers that constrain, 

With steady cheer Hope’s sweet lamp burns— 
And Christ is born again. 


Where one foul thing is purged away, 
And life delivered of one stain, 
Love rims with gold the coming day— 
And Christ is born again. 
—John Oxenham 


A critic says: “Lutherans could not be drawn to go 
beyond what Luther saw.” Pastor Charles M. Teufel 
suggests: “The present problem is rather how to catch 
up with Luther.” 


DO CHRISTIAN COLLEGES DESTROY 
CHARACTER? 

When one mixes among the students of any of our 
church schools, one is impressed by the number of fence- 
sitting Christians. Without enough energy to be bad, 
they assume that they must be Christians and assume 
the proper vocabulary. Having all the answers they 
can echo any speaker who attempts to disturb their self- 
centered complacency. Their number is not confined to 
the narrow group known as the religious group, but it 
includes almost every student in a Christian college. 
They are willing to prate about the sentimental externals 
of religion, but they are ignorant of the force and mas- 
culine vigor of Christ-given love. Far better they had 
never heard the true essence of Christianity propounded 
by sincere speakers in chapel hours, for knowing the 
light their darkness is indeed great. 

Yet, the fault lies not in the Christian college but 
in its students. Knowing the light, the necessity of be- 
ing willing to let God rule all their being, they prefer 
to follow in the darkness of a self-centered life. They 
know not the power and joy of being whole men domi- 
nated by one great enthusiasm, but they are destroyed in 
the cross-purposes of their own personalities. They can- 
not grow, but must disintegrate because they refuse to 
surrender their lives to the only integrating force in the 
universe, Jesus. However, they still desire to hold unto 
the sentiments of religion and thus destroy the virility 
of being opposed. Shadows of men, they deserve only to 
be spewed from the mouth of the Father, because they 
are neither hot nor cold. They cannot know the bouy- 
ant joy and radiant power of being a son of God in 
Christ, and they carry their hypocrisy where all can see 
it. We do not judge them for the words of Christ have 
judged them already. 

The Christian colleges have only the message of 
their Master which destroys only those who hear but 
will not believe, but which makes whole men of all who 
try Him to see whether He spoke of Himself or of the 


Father. 


C. HINDERLIE, ST. OLAF COLLEGE 
Augustana Mirror, April 3, 1935. 


ESSAY CONTEST CLOSES DECEMBER 15, 1935 
The Inner Mission Board of the United Lutheran 
Church, through its Committee on Temperance Educa- 
tion, is conducting an essay contest on the subject: Why 
I Believe In Temperance.” Entries are open to all 
Lutheran youth of twenty-one years or younger. The 
rules limit the manuscripts to typewritten copy not ex- 
ceeding a thousand words in length. Manuscripts sub- 
mitted for approval are to be sent to the “Youth’s Tem- 
perance Promotion Contest,” 39 East 35th Street, New 
York City, on or before December 15, 1935. (See ad- 
vertisement in the September Review, page 7.) 


“The Bible is a power among men because its center 
shines as an unquenchably holy light.’—Knubel. 


“The Church of Jesus Christ is the Church of Youth. 
Our Lord was but thirty-three when He was crucified; 
the average age of His followers when He called them 
has been estimated at about twenty-five.’—Trexler. 


Page Four 


LUTHER LEAGUE REVIEW 


TAI TUNG CHEN 


[Tie Doong Jen (as in Jennie) ] 


The Special Missionary Project of the,Luther League for 1935-1937 


(By Rev. 


T’ai Tung Chen or East of the Fort Market is the 
eastern suburb of the port city of Tsingtao |Ching dow 
(as in cow)]. While Tsingtao is the gateway through 
which an ever increasing stream of commerce flows in 
and out, T’ai Tung Chen is the heart through which 
the raw materials of the interior pass into products for 
home consumption and foreign trade. Here in this 
throbbing heart of the city are teeming thousands of 
peasant folk many of whom are fresh from the country- 
They have come seeking work in the factories, 
shops or stores. They represent many towns and _ vil- 
lages of interior Shantung and other provinces. They 
belong to a multitude of families scattered in the hinter- 
land. 

Tsingtao is the eastern terminus for the Kiao Tsi 
(Gow—Chee) Railroad which runs through the province 
of Shantung to the Capital and connects with other lines 
linking up the rest of North China. It is over this trunk 
line that most of the people and raw materials are trans- 
ported. There are also bus lines which either connect 
with this railroad or have Tsingtao as their terminus. 
All of these lines pass through or near this section of the 
city known as Tai Tung Chen, and bring the country 
folk into battle with an industrial world. 


side. 


The province of Shantung has an area of fifty-six 
thousand square miles with thirty-eight millions of peo- 
ple. Most of these millions must strive with nature for 
their living as they are tillers of the soil. Think of 
New York State with its forty-nine thousand square 
miles having its population of twelve million six hundred 
thousand scattered throughout the state. Then add more 
people until there were six hundred to the square mile 
and you will have some conception of the situation in 
Shantung. No wonder there is a great flow of popula- 
tion into the city seeking some other solution for the 
problem of livelihood. 


Now in this industrial East Suburb there is a rap- 
idly growing congregation. It is made up principally of 
factory workers and small shop keepers. The old brick 
and stone chapel is too small for the present congrega- 
tion. One of the members was commenting on this fact 
in the hearing of the missionary who could hardly resist 


telling of the Luther League’s promise of assistance- 


But the missionary wanted to wait until the Sunday 
service announcement was to be made before the whole 
congregation. Even now the hope of the new Church 
as a gift from the Luther League is stimulating them 
to greater efforts and patient endurance of the present 
quarters. The new Church will seat a thousand people. 
This will be used, as now, not only for Church services 
but also for evangelistic meetings on week-day evenings. 
Formerly we could not hold any large gatherings be- 
cause we had no place. Any such gatherings were held 
usually in Tsingtao proper at the Baptist auditorium. 
With this new Church we will be able to hold these 
evangelistic meetings in our own church and in the dis- 
trict most accessible to these workers Many have asked 
me whether we can get so many people out for the 


meetings. Folks, the door is wide open! The peeple 


Charles H. Reinbrecht) 


will come and remain to listen to the message of Life. 
The Christians bring some by invitation. Others come 
because they are attracted by the life of the Christians. 
Others are reached through publicity. Some come out of 
curiosity. Many come impelled by the Holy Spirit in 
answer to the prayers of His followers. 

While these Christians have not large incomes and 
most of them no savings still they bring more than half 
of their annual budget of more than a thousand dollars 
in their money. So they will no doubt be able to pro- 
vide for the upkeep of the building which The Luther 
League is going to give them. They realize their re- 
sponsibility more than ever before in this respect as well 
as in bringing others to Christ. Just recently the treas- 
urer of the congregation was robbed of three hundred 
dollars but he has insisted that he would personally make 
it good. 

The School 

In connection with this congregation we have been 
carrying on a week-day school covering the first six 
grades. Because of the shortage of government schools, 
the local government helps in the support of this school. 
There are more than one hundred pupils. Because of 
the shortage of mission funds due to the former cut in 
our budget and also more recently to the falling ex- 
change it has been a serious question whether or not this 
school could keep going. This school is co-educational 
according to the present policy of the government and 
the mission. In the new program we hope that a kinder- 
garten may be added. This will provide an opportunity 
for training the younger tots, many of whose mothers 
must go to work in the factories. This is badly needed 
and the government is not able to do anything along 
this line. The Church should by all means give such an 
opportunity to these young lives for Jesus came to “bless 
little children’. 

The Dispensary 

It is hoped that the dispensary may be opened again 
here under more suitable conditions. By that time we 
hope that surely we will have an American doctor. 
Facilities will also be provided for a baby clinic where 
much vitally needed care and advice can be given to 
mothers and expectant mothers. Infant mortality is very 
high and a great deal can be done to give the children 
more of a chance to live. 


Community Social Center 

With the Church as the center of the whole pro- 
gram, both physically in the nature of the building and 
spiritually in the character of the service rendered; with 
worship as the heart of the service program it is hoped 
that the whole Church as an organized congregation may 
engage in various forms of service activities. In this pro- 
gram the youth of the Church will have their share. 
Here is another real need, for these young people need 
to know that the Church is vitally interested in them 
during the week, enough so, to provide a place for them 
to gather instead of leaving them on the street or to 
the lure of gambling dens. The Church may be as for- 
merly (and in some places still) in this country—a center 
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for the community. It is hoped that here may be the 
beginning of Luther League work for our mission in 
China. We have several Light Brigades, but only re- 
cently have we had the graduates from our Junior High 
School that might become leaders in such an organiza- 
tion. Let us pray that this may come to pass. 


Adult Education 

One of the great needs for China to-day is the hold- 
ing of classes for the men and women from eighteen to 
forty or beyond who have not had an opportunity to 
learn to read. Here in T’ai Tung Chen the former 
evangelist had been very successful not only in the carry- 
ing on of these classes satisfactorily, but has been able, 
also, to bring many to know the wisdom of God as found 
in Christ Jesus. This work will have an important place 
in the program which the new Church will enable this 
congregation to carry on more effectively. 


In these and other ways The Luther League by their 
gift of this Church will clasp hands with the young and 
older young of China that the Chinese Church may more 
effectively present its answer to Godless education, God- 
less nationalism, Godless socialism and Godless religion. 
By accepting this glorious opportunity The Luther 
League of America is going to do a great piece of 
Christian statesmanship in holding up and handing on 
the torch of truth and liberty to the Chinese Christian 
Church and Christian youth as they strive to lead a be- 
wildered and confused youth and nation to the light and 
love of Christ. 


All offerings for the Missicnary Objective should 
be sent to your District, State or Synodical League 
Treasurers. They in turn will credit your League and 
forward the receipts to the Luther League of America. 


CHINA PROJECT QUOTAS 
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“Why is Christ a light in the world? Because the 
core of His life was a fiery love, a passion, a passion 
for holiness.’—Knubel. 


Pape Five 


LIFE CHALLENGES US 

There is a vast deal of talk current about war. Some 
take the position that it is hopeless to try to rid our- 
selves of this admittedly undesirable parasite of civili- 
zation; others cling whole-heartedly to the faith that 
mankind can do pretty much as he pleases with life if 
he pleases hard enough. 

I take my stand with the second group. I do not 
believe anything is impossible provided the time factor 
be considered. It seems that many people today are 
running away from life because it has become compli- 
cated and harder to live. They do not realize that great- 
ness is achieved only through tackling the impossible. 
All history is packed with Columbuses and Napoleons 
and Edisons, men who rammed their fists through the 
panel of impossibility. 


Some may lament the fact that they are living at a 
time of distress in a world full of hard problems, but 
I believe we should look at these problems as privileges. 
Today life challenges us. Whereas our fathers were 
confronted with one impossibility we are confronted 
with dozens of impossibilities. ‘War is simply one of 
the list. Instead of running from the job why not tackle 
it with all of our brains and resources? 
shall ram our fist through the panel. 


Some day we 


CHRISTMAS 


SEALED! 


The girl of the 1860’s never heard 
of Christmas Seals. But she knew 
about “‘consumption.’’ Tubercu- 
losis still takes fifty per cent more 
girls than boys between 15 and 24. 
To help protect our modern girls 
against this disease the Christmas 
Seal must continue its program of 
education and prevention. 


BUY 


CHRISTMAS 
SEALS 


TheNational, State andLocal 
Tuberculosis Associations 
of the United States 


“The Church must show young people that the 
Master’s ‘Go ye into all the world’ is greater than Karl 
Marx’s, ‘Workers of the world, unite!’ She must show 
them that the power of Jesus to win the world is greater 
than that of Lenin and Stalin.”—Trexler. 
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A Merry Christnas 


Dear Intermediates: 
Hobbycation 

In last month’s Review the first gun was fired on 
At this writing no response 
has been heard in the form of repercussions. The rea- 
son for this is not because there aren't going to be some 
repercussions, but because at the time of writing this 
article the aforesaid article is not yet in the mail. So, 
before the first shot makes a hit the second shot will be 
fired. And here it is. 


the subject of Hobbycation. 


Luther League Emblem In Stamps 
conceivable material has been used in the 
Luther League emblem. In times 
past the emblem has been printed, engraved, 
hand-stitched, carved, laced, plaqued, etc. The latest 
production of the emblem was done in the form of rice 
cakes and made in Japan. These were made in quanti- 
ties and distributed as souvenirs at the dedication of the 
Lutheran Seminary in Tokyo, Japan. This unique item 
was on display at the Charleston convention. There 
was another unique item on exhibit at this convention. 
It was the Luther League emblem done in United States 
postage stamps. I got my inspiration from said exhibit 
for what I am about to put forth herewith. 


Every 
fashioning of our 
penciled, 


A Contest 

The making of the Luther League embleni in 
stamps will be stimulated through a contest entitled: 
“Luther League Emblem Contest in Stamps.” Indi- 
viduals or Leagues may compete. Originality is the 
keyword to this contest. However, we offer a few sug- 
gestions for making the emblem. Use on'y cancelled 
United States postage stamps. The cross in black Hard- 
ing Memorial stamps; the heart in one or several speci- 
mens of many stamps in red; the flower in white is 
cared for by using a piece of white cardboard (however, 
the “stamens” must be worked in); the blue field in 
blue or purple stamps and the border of the flower and 
the outer rim of the emblem in the 10 cent variety in 
gold. 


Rule of Contest 
1. Size of emblem not to exceed 24x24 inches. 
2. Only one emblem accepted in prize competition 
from any one individual or League. 
3. Any number of individuals 
submit emblems. 
4. Appropriate first, 


in a League may 


second and third awards will 


be made. 
5. Contest closes May lst, 1936. 
6. Winners to be announced and awards made 


soon thereafter. 
7. Winning emblems to be retained by the Luther 
League of America until after the convention of the 


United Lutheran Church in America at Columbus, Ohio, 
October, 1936. 


The 1935 Essay Contest 
By the time you read this many minds and hands 
should be busy writing the essays on one of the 1935 
Intermediate Reading Course books in competition for 
the twelve annual awards. This is a matter that won’t 
get further than the pages of this Review unless the 
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superintendents tell the Leaguers what it is all about. 
If you don’t know yourselves, a card from you to us will 


get the information back in a “jiffy.” 


Good News From Headquarters 
Two pageants are now ready for any and all Leagues 
wanting to use them. The titles are: “The Knight of 
the Intermediate Luther League”, and “Adventuring 
with Christ”, The first pageant depicts a youth of the 
Church guiding a youth of the World to a Christ-ward 
life. He meets with much opposition from the world, 
but finally wins out. Eight characters are required and 
very little stage setting and costuming. Price 10 cents. 
The second pageant is an attempt to associate the points 
of the Sixteen Point Program with the life and teach- 
It is a pageant showing how the Inter- 
mediate may follow in His steps through the Sixteen 
Point Program. As many as 24 characters may be used, 
but 12 will Costuming and materials very 

meagre. No stage setting. Price 10 cents. 


ings of Jesus. 


do, even less. 


Goods News from Minnesota 


convention of the 
held in Cannon Falls 
through September 2, 
thirty-seventh conveution of the 
Intermediates held 


The first 
League was 
August 31, 


Minnesota Intermediate Luther 
and Zumbrota, Minnesota, on 
1935, in conjunction with the 
Minnesota Luther League. The 
separate business sessions, with Charles Mors- 
check presiding. At the first Intermediate session on Sunday after- 
noon, the Intermediate Leagues at St. Luke’s Church, Goodhue, 
and Holy Communion Church, Minneapolis, were received into 
membership, the League voted to contribute $5 toward the Tsingtao 
missionary project of the Luther League of America and to have 
each League work on the project educationally and financially. At 
this session also Charles Morscheck was re- elected president, Dean 
Hedberg vice-president, and Grace Covert corresponding secretary. 
New officers are Fern Larsen recording secretary, Marshall Nelson, 
treasurer, and James Otness, archivist. Rev. H. Bartsch and 
Rev. A, E. Birch will serve as pastor advisors. 

On Monday morning the second Intermediate session was held. 

Miss Loyus Holmstrom was in charge of the devotions, James 
Bartsch told us about David Livingstone, Fern Larsen read the 
scripture, and Rev. W. M. Stuhr addressed the group on “How 
Can We Have Christ In Our League Program?’? Miss Mehlhouse 
then brought greetings from the Luther League of America and 
told us about that organization. Dorothy Fritz, Minnesota’s repre- 
sentative in the National Essay Contest, told of her journey to 
Charleston, S. C., and the national convention and expressed her 
thanks to the Leaguers who made the trip possible. At another 
business session resolutions were adopted which call for the officers 
to visit all Intermediate Leagues during the coming year and to 
promote the organization of Intermediate Leagues in churches where 
there are none at present, set the date of the next convention in 
conjunction with that of the Seniors at Holy Trinity Lutheran 
Church, St. Paul, pledged their co-operation to the Minnesota Luther 
League and the Luther League of America, and appointed January 
as the month for their next assembly. The State Intermediate 
Secretary pointed out some ways of bettering the devotional and 
business meetings. 
‘he Juniors had almost complete charge of the Junior-Inter- 
mediate Luncheon but Intermediate Dean Hedberg plaved a 
harmonica solo, Charles Morscheck extended greetings, and Bob 
Grant led the singing although he experienced difficulty in com- 
peting with the spontaneous singing of a tuneful trio of Inter- 
mediates. 

The Intermediates sat in on the discussion groups conducted 
by the Seniors, the most interesting of which was “The Jew In_the 
World Situation of Today” led by Rev. Elias Neumann of the Zion 
Society for Israel. They were also privileged to hear addresses hy 
Rev, Ga By Marker: Rew. H. M. Miller, Dr. P. H. Roth, and Rey. 
E. Aj Brch. Rev. Lyle GC. Burns’ address on “And Now—Jesus. 
the Gambler,” at the banquet in Redeemer Lutheran Church, Zum 
brota, climaxed the convention. The setting for the banquet was 
Chinese and the fans held by the little dolls at each plate sug: 
gested that we ‘“‘Give, Work and Pray for our Chinese Objective.” 

Approximately thirty Intermediates were in attendance at the 


convention. 
One On Me 

Whenever you pat some folks on the back among 
so many folks as we have in the Intermediate Leagues 
there is always the danger that you'll miss somebody, 
and then you hear about it. And rightly so. Well, I 
listed in the October letter those Leagues awarded gold 
and blue seals for work done in 1934 on the Sixteen 
Point Program. It wasn’t but a few days after this 
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Minnesota Intermediates at Their First Convention, 1935 


Review was out when I heard from Mt. Tabor Inter- 
mediates, New Brookland, S. C., calling my attention 
to the fact that that League met all the points and ask- 
ing why I failed to list it with the other two League 
16-Pointers. I was flabbergasted! First thing I did was 
to consult my records, and behold what I saw made me 
de2ply ashamed of myself. I saw that Mt. Tabor 
League had not only met all the points for 1934, but as 
well for 1932, 1933 and 1935. I made due apologies for 
this terrifying error and “was my face red?” Congratu- 
lations, Mt. Tabor! Your record is unique! 


Another One On Me 

In writing up the Charleston Intermediate-Doings 
into the Review I gave credit to the Charleston Inter- 
mediates for presenting the Hollywood scenario: 
“The Mellerdramer”. Again I got a back-fre. 
time from Miss Directoress of said “skit.” Very sweetly 
and diplomatically I was informed that the Savannah 
Intermediates, not the Charlestonians, were the actors. 
Again, due apologies, with corrections. Next time I 
make a mistake I'll tell you all about it later. That 
will in all liklihood be in the next issue. 


This 


Recent Contributors to the Sustaining Membership Fund 
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CONTRITE DAD 
(By Jos. R. Cushing) 
You’re only a boy. Just a bit of a lad. 
I guess I expect too much. 
But it’s mainly because I assume you’re a man 
That I look for behavior as such. 


It’s only because I see in your form 
Reflections of what was me , 

And I’m trying to mould into being, my lad, 
The man that I’d hoped to be. 


I’ve seen where I failed and I know where I’m weak 
And I’m eager (too eager, I guess), 

To stand by your side and count the defeats 

As each of my faults I repress. 


You’re only a boy. And I mustn’t forget 
That you are entitled to play. 

For now, looking back, I realize the man 
Awakes om too early a day. 


So, lad, when I’m stern or I seem to demand 
Unreasonable things, please recall ; 
The hopes I have held and the dreams that are mine; 
If you do—you'll forgive me of all. 


A ffectionately, 


SENIOR 


BIBLICAL AND DEVOTIONAL 
“The Road He Trod,’’ Strodach 
“Release,” Fredrik Schiotz 
“Quiet Talks With Eager Youth,’ Gordon 
“The Day’s Worship,’ C. B. Foelsch 
PERSONAL AND SOCIAL LIVING 
“Problems of Young Christiams,’ Hegland 
*“Human Nature,” 
“The Kingdom Within,’ Charles T. Webb 
*“Christian Ethics For Daily Life,’ George R. Hovey 
*“Finding the Way,” R. H. Gearhart 
Cloth 


+ 


THE CHURCH AND ITS WORK 

*“My Work,’ Hoh and Nolde 
*Foreign Missions: 

Advanced—‘‘That Other America,” 

Cloth 

Paper 

Leaders’ Guide For Planning Course 

Elementary—"The Flying Boat,’ Robert N. 


*Home Missions: 


“The Jew and the World Ferment,’ Basil Mathews 


Cloth 
Paper 


Mabel Elsie Locker and Paul J. Hoh 


John A. Mackay 


McLean 
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1936 READING COURSE 


“Suggestions to Leaders of Study Classes,’ J. Stuart 


Conning 


BIOGRAPHY 

“Their Religion,’ A. J. Russell 
“Men and Women of Far Horizons,” Jesse R. Wilson 
“Kagawa,” Axling 
“The Men Whom Jesus Made,’ Mackay 
FICTION AND POETRY 

“The Green Light,’’ Douglas 
“The American Family,” Baldwin 
“Vonder Sails the Mayflower,’ Honore Wilson 
“Adventures In Friendship,” Grayson 
“Christ and the Poetry of Today,’ Elvira Slack 


*Discussion Group 


INTERMEDIATE 

Novel 
“The 
Personal 
“Two Words,” 


Devotional 
“The New Boy,” 
“The New Girl,” 


Missionary 


Eleventh Child,’ Edna Geister 


Margaret Slattery 


Capt. Reginald Wallis 
Capt. Reginald Wallis 


“Forty Years On the Labrador,’’ Ernest H. Hayes 


“The Flying Boat,’ Robert N. McLean 


JUNIOR 


“The Three Cornered Continent,’ Applegarth 
“Jumping Beans,” McLean 
“Tilustrated Bible Story Book,’ Loveland 
“Little Women,” Alcott 
“King Arthur,’? MacLeod 
“Totem Tales,’’ Crane 


LITTLE LEAGUERS 


“The Three Camels,’ Spriggs-Wood 

“Little Koto,’ Burgess 

“A Child’s Book of Prayers,” Aug., Pub. Co. 
“First Bible Stories,” Jessie Eleanor Moore 
“A Child’s Garden of Verse,’ Stevenson 
“Children of All Nations,” McKean 

“Bible Pictures, Old Testament,’’ Winter 
“Bible Pictures, New Testament,’’ Winter 


a 
n> 
l=) 


$1.50 


$2.40 
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A Merry Christmas 


Dear Leaguers: 
What is the real meaning of Christmas? 


Will you interpret Christmas to your Juniors? 


We entered a dimly lighted church—a church filled with Junior 
Luther Leaguers to the number of three hundred and fifty. 


White Advent coverings adorned the altar, The chancel rails 
were completely covered white. In one corner stood a Christmas 
tree, dazzling white, on a table covered with white, an electric star 
over it. Along the chancel rail at regular intervals were arranged 
small white Christmas bulbs. White flowers filled the altar vases. 


The organist was leading in a coral service, and breathlessly ana 
reverently the Juniors sang in succession, ‘‘The First Noel’, “Joy 
To The World’, “O Come All Ye Faithful’, and other familiar 
carols. 


A processional, “‘O, Little Town of Bethlehem’’, led by a Junior 
choir in white vestments, was followed by a prayer by one of the 
Juniors that we might catch a vision of the real meaning of Christ- 
mas. Seven Juniors next read the Christmas story from the Gospel 
of St. Luke. 


A leader of a Junior group told us of the real meaning of 
Christmas— the gift of God’s Only Son—, finishing with the story, 
“Her Birthday Dream” (from ‘Christmas Legends and Stories’’— 
Curtiss) showing that Christmas is His birthday, and to Him we 
must give the gifts. 


A group of Juniors next gave a beautiful pageant, “Emblems of 
Christmas” (from Junior Topics Booklet, No. 16), the message of 
the tree, the star, the church bells, the evergreens, interspersed with 
fitting music, following in rapid succession. 

A leader showed us twelve beautiful Christmas pictures (some 
ten cent size Perry pictures, others the twenty cent large colored 
pictures obtainable from our United Lutheran Publication House), 
with a few words about each, the Juniors eagerly receiving a mes- 
sage of the season from each. 


Another leader told a story for the smaller ‘‘Little Leaguers,” 
“Gre chen And The Wooden Shoe’? (from ‘‘Chiistmas Legends and 
Stories). 

And another leader told of the White Gift legend of Cathay— 
“The Legend of the White Gifts’ (from the same book) ; how Christ- 
mas must be shared; and of the celebration of Christmas in Puerto 
Rico and the coming of the Three Kings there. 

Gathering round the white tree a group of Juniors sang ‘Silent 
Night’, a Junior led in a worship service of thanks for Christmas, 
and one by one a representative of each Junior League came forward 
with a white envelope comtaining the League’s gift for the Junior 
Leagues in Puerto Rico. 


The Benediction and a recessional hymn, and our 
through song, picture, story and sharing was over. 

Santa Claus? ‘lrinsel and ornaments? Crowds in stores? Hustle 
and bustle? Worry? What will I get?—These Juniors will look 
forward to Christmas as a time of stars, of a song in the air, of the 
Babe of Bethlehem, a time of sharing with others, the joy of wor- 
shipping the New Born King, 


worship 


(The Lancaster District Juniors of Pennsylvania, under the di- 
rection of Miss Selma Bergner shared this service last Christmas 
time, in Trinity Church, Ephrata, with the Junior Leagues of Ad- 
vent, St. John’s, Emmanuel, Lancaste,; Trinity, Coatesville; and 
Trinity, Ephrata participating in the program). 


Will your Juniors know the real meaning of Christ- 
mas this year? Can you give such a program? 


Christmas In Puerto Rico 


Listen to a story of Christmas in Puerto Rico sent 


us by our missionary there, Rev. William G. Arbaugh: 


It is Christmas Eve in Puerto Rico, and the Munez family is 

celebrating after the Spanish manner. Uncle Pablo and his fainily 
have come to visit. The men smoke and chat on the porch while 
the children play, sing, and arrange the figures of the persons and 
beasts in the “pesebre’’ (Bethlehem stable scene) in the corner of 
the living room. 
; Pepito and his cousin Miguel shoot some Christmas fireworks 
in the yard. The women busy themselves in caring for the younger 
children and in preparation for the supper. From time to time men 
and boys with guitars and ‘“‘maracas’”’ (gourd rattles) stroll by, each 
group stopping at the door to sing a carol or two, and collect the 
expected “‘aguinaldo” (Christmas favor). ‘ 

_ Most of the family attends the Lutheran Christmas play, in 
which Miguel has the part of a shepherd, and Pepito and Fernandita 
sing in the angel chorus. The play is beautiful, and the church is 
adorned with flowers and plants of many kinds. Returning home 
afterwards, the family waits for some friends who are expected after 
the midnight “misa del gallo’? (mass of the cock) in the Roman 
Catholic church on the plaza. It is the one occasion of the year 
when the worshippers tend to become noisy. 

Carols are sung by lusty voices to the accompaniment of guitars 
and ‘“‘maracas’’. We hear the song: 


Shepherds to Bethlehem hasten with rejoicing, 
For there tonight was born the Son of Mary, 
Oh, Jesus waits there for us: 

Then come, let us take honey and sweets 

To offer there to the Child Emmanuel. 

We shall go to see the new born Babe, 

We shall go to see the Child Emmanuel. 


The Junior Department 
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For the following carol the music becomes more plaintive: 
Mother at the door there is a Child 
Mcre beautiful than the splendid sun, 
Weeping He comes and dying of cold, 
No doubt for want of clothing. : 
Then tell Him to enter and warm Himself; 
In this land charity is still to be found. 


The Child enters the house and warms Himself; 

Having made Him warm and comfortable, 

The good woman asks that He tell ; 

From what country and Kingdom He is come. 
My Father is of Heaven and my Mother too; 
I have descended to earth to suffer here. i 

Supper is ready. A great platter of rice and chicken, exquisitely 
seasoned, is steaming hot, and two large bowls are filled with chick 
peas and potatoes. The children shout with joy at the sight of the 
great platter of “‘pasteles.”’ For dessert there is the usual Christmas 
pastry and Spanisn nougat. The meal is finished when the imcom- 
parable Puerto Rico coffee has been served. After a while the guests 
depart and the children go to bed————but not to dream of new 
toys on the morrow. Net yet! ; : ; 

The great gift day in Puerto Rico is the Day of the Kings, on 
January sixth. On Epiphany Eve the children prepare little boxes 
or baskets of grass for the camels of the Three Kings. When the 
children are asleep come Gaspar, Melchior, and Balthasar | out of the 
East with gifts to delight little hearts. As they unpack the gifts 
the camels gratefully eat the grass that was left for them. ; 

It seems that Santa Claus and the Magi have divided the Christ- 
ian world between them, the Wise Men coming on their camels to 
tropical lands where Santa’s sleigh would get stuck and his reindeer 
would suffer from the heat. : : 

Can you have this story told in your meeting? 


White Gifts Christmas 


Again we will observe White Gifts Christmas. Will 
you help? Last year we sent our gifts to our Junior 
Leaguers in Puerto Rico. This year in our topics we 
have been studying about Christmas Good Will to those 
about us, so let us send our gifts for the children’s and 
old folks’ homes. 


Find out the nearest home; your pastor will tell 
you of it. Get in touch with them, find out what they 
need, tell the Juniors about the work. Send them a 
box, or plan a Christmas program to be given there. 

There are twenty-one children’s homes and twenty 
homes for the aged in our United Lutheran Church in 
America, and we can do much to brighten their Christ- 
mas. If every Junior League joins in this—our white 
gifts Christmas for the homes—even in a small way— 
we can do a great deal. 


What to do? Read over the topics and see the sug- 
gestions there. Toys, dolls, scrapbooks, mittens, tablets, 
pencils, handkerchiefs, ribbons—just anything any child 
likes—can be sent to the children. 

A program may be given for the old folks, or indi- 
vidual gifts, something with a personal touch—a hand- 
kerchief in a card, a sachet, a needle case, something 
for their very own—will please the aged in our homes. 

Please report what you have done immediately after 
Christmas to either your State Junior Secretary or the 
National Junior Secretary. 

Some of the Junior Leagues are particularly inter- 
ested in Puerto Rico and may want to again senl some 
gifts there. If so, address them to Miss Carmen M. 


- Villarini, Box 5303, Puerta de Tierra, Puerto Rico. 


May we ask, that all members of the Good Neighbor 
Club remember the Junior Leagues they are sponsoring, 
and help them in some way at Christmas time? 

The Little Leaguers 

If you have a group of Little Leaguers you can 
make your December meetings most meaningful to this 
group of little ones. 

Christmas must be an experience to them, and not 
a program. Do not have a set program of exercises 
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and recitations for these children. 
the Christmas story. Tell it over in their own way, 
share it with others, singing their Christmas hymns, 
and looking at pictures of the Christmas story. 

Be sure to use “Away In a Manger” (Children’s 
Hymnal No. 7) and “Why Do Bells For Christmas 
Ring?” (No. 17), as two of the hymns these little folks 
will sing. 

Use the story, “The Baby Jesus” from the book, 
“I Wonder” by Alberta Munkres. This is an excellent 
book. Doubtless it can be borrowed at the library, if 
you do not have it. 

Use the pictures, ‘‘Everybody’s Brother” 
and “Little Hands Outstretched to Bless” (50 cents) 
by Margaret Tarrant. (Both may be secured from our 
United Lutheran Publication House, 1228 Spruce Street, 
Philadelphia, Pa.) 

The booklet, “What Does Christmas Mean?’—35 
cents—from the same address—is also very helpful. 

Let these little ones make “surprise” gifts during 
December to take home and present at Christmas—pen 
wipers for father, blotters for mother, a knitted horse 
line for baby, washcloths for grandma, etc. 

Ask for the parent’s co-operation in the home in the 
-proper observance of Christmas. A tiny red candle and 
a large wooden button mold gilded for a candleholder 
may be wrapped in wax paper and enclosed in an en- 
velope with a Christmas card on which is written a 
request that the candle be burned on Christmas Eve and 
the mother tell the story of the first Christmas to the 
little one at that time. 

A mother’s meeting may be planned for the Christ- 
mas season and closer co-operation with the home thus 
fostered. 


Rather let them live 


(15 cents) 


For the Juniors 

Use the Junior Topics Booklets No. 16, “Christ- 
mas,’ and No. 30, “Making Christmas Real to the Jun- 
iors.” They contain all sorts of suggestions, lists of 
pictures, and stories, a pageant, more than ample ma- 
terial to make the Christmas season a time most worth- 
while. 

Read over the Topics Booklet No. 30 carefully. 
Make Christmas mean something worthwhile to the 
Juniors. They are getting enough of Santa Claus, and 
gifts, and tinsel and festivity elsewhere. Make the story 
of the Christ Child the dominant note in the Junior 
League. See that every bit of your material, every pic- 
ture, every story, even your decorations have some 
bearing on that theme. 

If possible, secure for your meeting room Margaret 
Tarrant’s picture, “The Star of Bethlehem.” In size 
1734x22, the price is $5; in size 15x18, $3.50. Perhaps 
your Senior League, the congregation, or some of the 
parents could co-operate. 


Other pictures which may be used are 


The Angels and The Shepherds—Plockhorst 
Arrival of the Shepherds—LeRolle 

The Sistine Madonna 

Madonna of the Chair 


(These pictures can be secured from the Perry Pic- 


given) for other pictures. 
Write to the Publication House (address already 


ture Company at 10c. each. Send for a catalogue, 15c.) 
Taylor. “ O Little Town of Bethlehem” 
Copping’s “Announcement to the Shepherds” 
Taylor’s ‘‘Three Wise Men” 
Corregio’s ‘Holy Night’ 
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Borrow several books of Christmas stories from the 
library if possible. 
Reading Courses: 
Christmas Legends 


These books have been in previous 


and Stories—Curtiss 


Children’s Book of Christmas Stories—Dickinson 
Everywhere, Everywhere, Christmas Tonight—Brooks 
A Christmas Carol—Dickems 

These stories may be told: 
Where Love Is There God Is Also—Tolstoi 


How Teresa and Carlito Helped the Three Kings— 
from ‘‘Children of Sea and Sun’’- MN agner 
Gretchen and the Wooden Shoe—from ‘Children’s 

Book of Christmas Stories” 


Why The Chimes Rang—from ‘‘Why The Chimes 
Rang—Alden 
Babouscka Bailey —in ‘‘Christmas Legends and 


Stories’’—Curtiss 
The Shepherd Who Didn’t Go—from ‘The City 
That Never Was Reached’’—Jay Stocking 


A story hour of Christmas stories may be planned. 

Have a “Manger Scene” in your Junior League if 
possible. These vary all the way from a booklet for 10 
cents in the five and ten cent the 
figures may be cut, to elaborate mangers with finely 
cared figures costing $25. The principle is the same, 
a stable or manger is set up and around it is arranged 
figures of the Babe, Mary, Joseph, the shepherds and 
the wise men. Write to the Publication House for 
information and prices. 


store from which 


For All 
May the season bring new joy and hope to all. May 
the Christ Child come anew into our hearts. May our 


service to Him be our work with His children. 


A Holy Child of Bethlehem, 
Descend to us, we pray; 
Cast out our sim and enter in, 
Be born in us today. 


We hear the Christmas angels 
The great glad tidings tell; 

O come to us, abide with us, 
Our Lord Emmanuel! 


Your Junior Secretary, 


MISSIONARY DAY, JANUARY 26, 1936 

Program for your meeting in leaflet form: 

“Our Chist Hon Old Chimay 
By Rev. W. J. Ducker 
may be secured free of charge provided the offering is 
given to the China Missionary Objective. 

All offerings for the Missionary Objective should 
be sent to your District, State or Synodical League 
Treasurers. 

Order your copies of the program from the Luther 
League of America, 806 Muhlenberg Building, 1228 
Spruce Street, Philadelphia, Pa., after December 15. 


VIEWPOINT 
Christian men and women must find a Christian 
solution for today’s social, economic and moral prob- 
lems. If they do not, unchristian men and women wi'l. 
Is the Church awake to the gravity of the situation, or 


is it asleep? 
—THE LUTHERAN COMPANION 


Out of 15,000,000 farm children under twenty-one 
years of age, 1,600,000 are virtually pagan today. Rural 
America is rapidly becoming a great mission field. 
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CHEN LIN DISCOVERS CHRISTMAS 


(By Theodora Marshall Inglis) 


A heart of good courage there was in Chen Lin; 
no girl boy was he to weep when denied his desire, 
although barely three days past a severe operation. Yet, 
in spite of his fortitude, he bit hard upon his lip and 
turned his face to the wall, that two surprising tears 
might slip down unnoticed. 

However, Chinese parents are as sharp of eye as 
any parents, and Chen Lin’s father, the ruddy-faced 
mandarin, knew exactly what was wrong. He bent over 
his young son. “Courage! Patience!” he commanded, 
and then he turned appealingly toward the foreign phy- 
sician in charge of the Hospital of Beneficent Healing. 

“T had considered,” Cheng Mandarin spoke slowing, 
“considered that it might require five or six weeks for 
the healing of my son’s broken leg, but you, the honor- 
able Tai-fu, say eight or nine?” 

The Tai-fu smiled and Chen Lin, turning his head 
in time to glimpse this pleasantness, gathered hope; but 
this hope died suddenly. 

“Tf this were a simple, clean break of your young 
son’s leg, it is very possible that he might go home 
within six weeks, but we cannot let a compound-fracture 
case out so soon. Moreover, we must be more careful of 
a young and active lad than of a man of mature years.” 

“T see, I see your meaning. Well, then, Chen Lin, 
nothing there is for it but you must remain here until 
entirely well and strong. Ku and Ma, your favorite 
serving boys, shall remain here with you and, if you are 
not home for the New Year, which comes now in exactly 
eight weeks, I shall return to see you, bringing your 
gay-spirited cousin, Wang Ku, with me.” 

“The New Year!” cried out Chen Lin. “’Tis the 
sure chance of remaining in this place of sickness over 
our wonderful New Year’s time which anguishes me, my 
father! How can I stay patiently here and miss all our 
joyous New Year’s festivities? There are my six kites 
all made, and even now poised like great birds, ready 
to fly up into the sky; and Cousin Wang coming from 
Shansi a week before time to make merry with me; and 
my mother ordering all the little cakes and bonbons 
which I like best; and the New Year’s feasts and temple 
fairs. I ask, ‘How can I endure to remain here over 
our New Year’s time?” 

“Now, now, my lad,” interrupted the Tai-fu encour- 
agingly, “is it not worth much to go forth from here 
well and strong with a good sound leg? We will send 
you home for your New Year’s festivities, if possible. 
Meantime we will introduce you to Christmas.” 

“Christmas! Hi-Yi! What is the foreigner’s 
Christmas to me?” thought Chen Lin. However, he was 
too polite to speak this aloud and, in answer to the 
doctor, he closed his eyes and turned mutely toward the 
wall. 

And thus perforce Chen Mandarin left his son Chen 
Lin in the Hospital of Beneficent Healing, while he him- 
self proceeded northward to Manchuria, where impor- 
tant business called him. 


Poor young Chen Lin left behind within strange 
walls and lying upon a sick bed! Not only did his leg 
bones knit painfully, but his best and most rapid recov- 
ery was retarded by his impatient and rebellious spirit. 


Ma and Ku, his cheerful and intelligent servants, 
tried vainly to entertain their young master, but any 
diversion lasted only for the moment. 

Finally when they had reached the end of their 
amusement resources, the Tai-fu tried his hand. This 
Tai-fu was a great person with boys. He understood 
them from the ground up—boys foreign and Chinese— 
and it was hard for even the most stubborn lad to resist 
his cheerful voice and kindly, smiling eyes. 


Chen Lin found it difficult also, but he managed to 
eye the doctor sullenly that day before Christmas, when 
the Tai-fu came over to his bedside and gazed down 
upon him with such a pleasantness of countenance that 
anyone save Chen Lin would have rejoiced to see it. 


“Vou have been here almost one month now, Chen 
Lin, and I think, since your pain is gone, that I shall 
allow you to visit the large convalescent ward this after- 
noon, and there you may watch our schoolboys trim the 
Christmas tree for the men and boys in that ward. Ma 
and Ku will roll your bed out very carefully, and the 
hospital internes will bolster you up sufficiently for you 
to see everything that goes on.” 

“Pardon, honorable Tai-fu, but I consider myself 
too sick to be moved, and now I am weary and wish 
to sleep.” With this discourteous refusal, Chen Lin 
closed his rebellious eyes—closed them overly long to 
discourage any further overtures from the Tai-fu, and so 
it happened that, even at midday, he did fall sound 
asleep. 

Two hours later Chen Lin awakened and glanced 
about. ‘Where was he? Then swift anger swept him— 
he was in the convalescent ward, that’s where he was, 
in spite of his refusal. His bed had been set forward— 
in one corner of the big room, and for the moment he 
was all alone—no one even to speak to about the indig- 
nity forced upon him. 

So Chen Lin swallowed his wrath and glanced about 
the big, spotless room. 

At the far side of the convalescent ward a row of 
cots was ranged against the wall. Several of these were 
occupied, but more were not, their occupants sitting 
contentedly in comfortable chairs, or hobbling and walk- 
ing about according to their pleasure. 


Among’ these convalescents was one young boy near 
Chen Lin’s age—fourteen years—but evidently more 
cheerful in spirit, despite the clanking iron brace upon 
his thin, twisted leg. Often this young lad’s eer 
glanced toward Chen Lin, such a happy glance, all smil- 
ing expectancy, 


Proud Chen Lin resented this intimacy of smiling. 
“Why am I here with such rabble?” he questioned in- 
wardly; then he called aloud sharply: “Ma! Ku!” Silence. 
No one answered. And then it was that the crippled 
boy limped over to him and explained. 

“The honorable Tai-fu called your servants out a 
few moments ago. If it is a drink you desire, I will 
gladly fetch it to you.” 

“No drink do I wish,” answered Chen Lin ungrac- 


iously. “All I desire is to be carried back to my room. 
This place suits me not at all.” 
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“Ah, but soon it will!” cried the boy, clasping his 
hands, his large dark eyes shining out from his pale 
face. “Soon it will, for even now the schoolboys are 
bringing in the Christmas tree. It is a most beautiful 
tree sent from the far Northland by one who was healed 
here in this hospital. There—hark! Don’t you hear 
the boys laughing just outside the door? Now they are 
dragging it to the threshold. Hi-yi, it a most wonderful 
tree, all green and smells like the pines on the distant 
mountains! Hi-yi, hear those boys. What fun they’re 
having all because a few snowflakes are falling, and not 
often does the white snow fall in this great city. Ah!” 


Here the door of the big room flew wide, there was 
the sound of merry jargon, and a gust of cold, pine-laden 
air swept in with the big tree. Chen Lin endeavored 
to appear unconcerned—and failed utterly. 

“Quick!” he commanded the crippled boy. 
an extra pillow under my shoulders! 
Secu 


“Stuff 
There, now, I can 
And watch them he did, but with a fine show of 
indifference upon his patrician young countenance. 


In passing his cot the schoolboys greeted Chen Lin 
kindly, but receiving his chilly response, alt, save one 
boy, Te Lee, left him quite alone. But Te Lee was he 
of the long thoughts which trail backward to old days, 
and well he recalled just how obstinate and fearful a 
young heathen boy could be; then to fear and obstinacy 
add evident riches—well, hi-yi, a worse case than most 
must be this Chen Lin! 

Of a surety Te Lee would, one future day, be a 
famous diplomat, for he paid no attention to Chen Lin, 
save to look at him occasionally. Meanwhile he joked, 
sang, and made merry until every convalescent, old and 
young, even the sick and the cross, was smiling and 
laughing with him, 

Yes, Te Lee was ‘like bright sunshine breaking 
suddenly upon a cold, gray day. Even sulky Chen Lin 
felt the glow from his presence and when, with a ‘“Heave 
ho, heave!” the big tree was lifted upright, a bright star 
shining down from the topmost spike, Chen Lin sud- 
denly forgot his discontent and beckoned again to the 
little crippled boy. 

“Will you be pleased to stuff another pillow under 
my shoulders and head? I wish to see more of that 
shining star.” The pillow was fetched, and Chen Lin, 
propped as high as he dared, gazed fascinated upon the 
bright star glittering from the tree top. 


“Tis a pity,’ he overheard one schoolboy lament, 
“that we have no little gold and silver moons to hang 
upon our tree. We have spent all our cash for gifts, 
forgetting the decorations, save yonder star and the 
candles. Ah, well, the candles must furnish the bright- 
ness. Then, too, there will be much smiling and—’ 

But here Chen Lin interrupted, surprising himself 
as well as everyone else save possibly that wise school- 
boy, Le Lee: 

“Be pleased to find my servants, Ma and Ku,” he 
commanded, but really had no need to do so, for Ma 
and Ku were at that very moment coming over the 
threshold. 

“Ku,” announced Chen Lin, “this Christmas tree 
is a strange business. I do not understand its meaning, 
but they require many bright baubles to hang upon te 
also some gold and silver moons. These last must be 
made of gold and silver paper, so do you go to the shop 
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and buy it. Also do not forget some scissors and paste 
for the making. Haste 
the time is short!” 


away, now, and be back, fo1 

With this, Ma and Ku sped away on their errand, 
and Chen Lin lay back smiling for the first time in 
many days, but how could he help it? Seven big school- 
boys, with Te Lee at the head of the line, had marched 
around to the side of his 
siastically, in 
gifts. 

Yes, seven smiling boys were they, and Te Lee's 
smile broke down Chen Lin’s last bar of reserve. 


bed and saluted him enthu- 


appreciation of his generously ordered 


“T am of a curiosity,’ he confessed, ‘to learn more 
of this strange foreign Christmas, and why you give 
gifts. Very well do I know all about our Chinese New 
Year’s season, and how, when the festivities are over, 
my honorable father, like to all other Chinese men, sits 
down and reckons how much borrowed money has been 
paid back to him but this thing of Christmas is new 
tO) mes 


“Tf it will please you, then,” Te Lee spoke promptly, 
“When your servants return and we sit here by your 
bedside making the little gold and silver moons for the 
tree, at this time will I tell you of the wonderful Christ- 
mas which the men and women of Jesu brought to us, 
at the same time they brought us the knowledge of Jesu.” 


A few moments later Ma and Ku returned with 
their purchases and, while the other schoolboys, assisted 
by the little crippled boy, hung the beautiful ornaments 
upon the Christmas tree—gay flowers, fruit, strings of 
colored beads—hi-yi, yes, more bright things than one 
could name—while all this went on, Te Lee sat over by 
Chen Lin’s bed. And, as they made the little gold and 
silver moons did Te Lee tell Chen Lin, the young 
heathen lad, about the coming of the little Lord Jesu, 
and all that his birth had meant to the world of sinful 
and suffering men and women. 


Long before Te Lee had finished the moving story, 
Chen Lin ceased cutting and pasting, and sat listening, 
shining-eyed; then suddenly he was weeping, and at the 
last, strangest of all, his eyes were dry again, and his 
heart brimming with a strange new hope and exultation. 
Why, he could almost see that heavy stone rolled away 
from Jesu’s tomb, and Jesu ascending triumphantly into 
the shining heavens! 


But, after all, Chen Lin loved best to think of how 
the little Jesu was born. Ah! That wonderful star and 
the three Wise Men who had followed it—journeying 
from far lands to lay their gifts at the little Lord Jesu’s 
feet! 

How enthralling it all was! And just then Chen 
Lin’s eyes wandered again to the beautiful tree, now 
fully decorated, shining and gleaming like a galaxy of 
stars itself. 


And the longer he gazed, the more wonderful, more 
strange, did things appear. The tree was not all. There, 
near its foot, old Fu, the carpenter, leaned with both 
hands upon his staff, his time-furrowed face transfig- 
ured as he gazed upward at the gleaming star upon the 
tree top. And Cheng, the old soldier, who had lost his 
lower legs in battle—he knelt then upon his poor padded 
stumps, his faded blue cotton garment falling graciously 


over his mutilation. His head was bent low, but his lips 
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were moving in silent prayer. Near these two aged folk 
stood the little crippled boy, shining-eyed and joyous. 

“T could, I could almost think those three over there 
by the tree, were the Wise Men who followed the star,” 
whispered Chen Lin to Te Lee. 

“They have followed it, and all have found it,” ans- 
wered Te Lee softly, and Chen Lin knew what he meant. 

Queer, is it not, how time can slip away, even in 
a hospital? Exactly two days before the Chinese New 
Year’s season began, Chen Lin was actually allowed to 
eo home—under one restriction. 

“Remember, no kite-flying this year, Chem Lin!” and 
the kindly Tai-fu smiled down upon him and gave him 
an affectionate farewell, for with the Christmas time had 
the old sullen Chen Lin vanished from the Hospital of 
Beneficent Healing. 

And thus it happened that a new Chen Lin rolled 
blithely home in his father’s massive brass-trimmed cart, 
home to doting parents and all the old-time New Year’s 
joys. And yet Chen Lin took home some strange ideas, 
one of which came out after the last New Year’s guest 
had departed, and Cheng Mandarin sat casting up his 
accounts. Finally Chen Lin’s father leaned back with a 
satisfied sigh. 

“This has been a fine New Year’s for me!” he ex- 
claimed. “Many men have paid me their long-overdue 
indebtedness. Hi-yi, but our Chinese New Year is a 
great institution!” 

“No, my honorable father, there is one day much 
better even than our New Year’s,’ ventured Chen. Lin 
sturdily. 

‘What day can that be?” questioned Chen Man- 
darin. 

“Tis the foreigner’s Christmas Day. This Christ- 
mas is much better than our New Year’s, and I can tell 
you why.” 

“Well, now, why is it?’ Cheng Mandarin smiled 
indulgently, for he was grateful to the foreign Tai-fu. 

“Well, then,” replied Chen Lin, “Christmas is a better 
day, because the real Christmas spirit makes men wish 
to give, but our New Year’s makes men collect what 
other men owe them.” 

“Hi-yi!” exclaimed Cheng Mandarin thoughtfully. 
“When did you discover this?” 

And young Chen Lin answered bravely, “I discov- 
ered this when I discovered Christmas.” 

—FrORWARD 


BETWEEN THE BOOK ENDS 
“Games and Stunts For All Occasions,” by William 
P. Young and Horace J. Gardner; J. B. Lippencott Com- 
pany; Price $1.00. 


Here is a new book that will meet your needs for 
your social programs. The book is now in its second 
printing and is a carefully edited collection of both orig- 
inal games and adaptations of the old favorites with- 
out which no party or social seems complete. They can 
be played and enjoyed by large and small groups of all 
ages, everywhere, at all times, with a minimum amount 
of equipment, expense and labor required of the leader. 
They include warming up games, surprise games, paper 
and pencil games, team games and a chapter of conun- 
drums. There are also suggestions for party decora- 
tions and delicious “different” party recipes for refresh- 
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ments. This is a complete book, which, used as a guide, 


will assure you a “different” and successful social. 
—P, M. K: 


“Our Wonderful World,” by Francis Jankins Olcott; 
Little, Brown and Company; Price $2.50. 

One hundred and thirty stories and articles about 
lustrous pearls; strange, huge mammals and tiny tropical 
fish; plants, trees, stars and all other natural phenom- 
ena. It is a treasure house of information about the 
natural wonders of the world. Commander Byrd and 
Amelia Earhart tell of their rides above the clouds with 
Albert Ramsey. We go jewel-adventuring and Dr. Wil- 
liam Beebe takes us under the sea and describes the 
many interesting things seen in a sea garden a half-mile 
undersea. The book also contains some very excellent 
illustrations from actual photographs. 

—P. M. K. 

The Common Service Book Committee of the 
United Lutheran Church, announces the publication, be- 
ginning with December, 1935, of a “monthly for daily 
devotional use,’ to be known as Light For Today. With 
a foreword by President Knubel, the first issue contains 
thirty-one daily text, meditation and prayer pages, morn- 
ing and evening prayers and a family service for Christ- 
mas Eve. The devotional portions were prepared by 
Rev. Stanley Billheimer, D.D., pastor of Palm Church, 
Palmyra, Pa. Of convenient pocket size and of most 
reasonable price ($2.25 per hundred, postpaid), this little 
booklet will supply you with material for daily devotions. 


The Lesson Commentary, 1936. Edited by Charles 
1B, Wiwkes, DID, eine! 1D, lira: Simbilay, IDID),, Wine Wharkcec! 
Lutheran Publication House, Philadelphia, Price $1.75. 

The other day a Sunday School teacher said, “I 
find the Lesson Commentary a most valuable help in 
preparing my Sunday School lessons.” There are no 
doubt many more teachers who agree with this state- 
ment and find this volume of studies a valuable assist- 
ance in preparing for the teaching of the Sunday School 
lesson. The editors are men whose very names are a 
warrant that the comments and helps are a trustworthy 
exposition of the lesson texts. The Commentary for 
1936 has within it a wealth of resource material that can 
be used by the Senior Luther League leaders in the 
preparation for discussion of quite a number of the 
topics on the 1936 list. Now of all times we as Luther 
Leaguers, as well as Sunday School teachers, need all 
the tools that we can assemble that will assist us in 
the preparation for our topic discussion. Every Sunday 
School or League having a library of its own would do 
well to add this book. 

—P. M. K. 


The Foreign Missions Conference of North America 
will hold its annual sessions in Asbury Park, (Nowlin 
January 8-10, 1936. Our Lutheran Boards will be en- 
titled to seventeen delegates: Augustana Synod, 3; 
American Lutheran, 6; United Lutheran, 8. 


Use me, God, in Thy great harvest field 
ee stretcheth far re wide, like a wide sea 

le gatherers are so few, I fear the precious yiel 
Will suffer loss. O find a place for ae aoe eg ; 


A place where best the strength I have to tell; 
It may be one the other toilers shun; 

Be it a wide or narrow place, ’tis well, 

So that the work it holds be done. 
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SPANISH HYMNAL IN PREPARATION 

On the island of Puerto Rico an editorial committee 
of the Lutheran Missionary Conference is actively at 
work on the preparation of a Spanish Lutheran hym- 
nal and service book. Other Lutheran hymnals have 
been published in that language, but the work in prepara- 
tion will be the first hymnal and service book of perma- 
nent value, the earlier works being provisional in char- 
acter. The services and aids are a careful Spanish ren- 
dering of the Common Service Book of the United Luth- 
eran Church in America. The hymnal will contain about 
375 hymns, arranged after the general pattern of the 
English hymnal in the Common Service Book. The 
hymn selection is inclusive, but critically edited. Many 
of the hymns have not been published previously. This 
hymnal will reveal the most conscientious effort to give 
due credit to authors and composers, that has yet been 
made in any Spanish hymnal of importance. 

The editorial committee is composed of three Luth- 
eran mission workers: Rev. Wm. G. Arbaugh (secre- 
tary), Miss Frieda M. Hoh (music) and Rev. Eduardo 
Roig (style). The committee works under the super- 
vision of the Common Service Book Committee of the 
United Lutheran Church. 


CHRISTIAN LEADERS REBUILD AFTER 
COMMUNIST RULE DESTROYED 

In China the communist movement has been de- 
scribed as a protest against the exploitation of the 
people by the politicians. Marshal Chiang Kai-shek, 
military chieftain of the nationalist forces, frankly con- 
ceded that abuses were grave and even in recent months 
has descended upon local satraps in isolated provinces 
and required prompt reformation. 

Can Chinese society be reorganized without vio- 
lence? Is it possible to head off communist devastation 
as the price of letting things go, avoiding class warfare 
by timely reforms or correcting its effects in areas 
already plundered? 

Christian forces in China have had opportunity to 
answer such questions in the past few years, when given 
the opportunity to rebuild a social order in areas that 
the nationalist troops had occupied and from which com- 
munist rulers withdrew. 

When the National Christian Council was invited 
to do what it could to save lives and provide technical 
help in reconstruction, an appeal was made to the Chris- 
tian colleges of China and to their recent graduates. 

Says George W. Shepherd, who became executive 
secretary of the Kiangsi Christian Rural Service Union: 

“We asked for men and women trained in rural 
health, agricultural, co-operative trading, village indus- 
tries, political science, religious training, rural educa- 
tion, and the entire field of women and children and 
the home. We offered trained men and women nothing 
but a living allowance of ten dollars a month. 

“Nevertheless, the rural service union received many 
more volunteers than it could use. 

“These Chinese men and women, trained to earn 
salaries in the centers of population, turned their backs 
on ease, city attractions, safety. They have gone to live 
and serve in the villages, working side by side with the 
humblest toilers, in order that the people of China may 
have peace, security, better homes, new ways of living. 
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“Asking only for one-roomed shelter and two or 
three pieces of furniture, these fine graduates of the 
eleven Christian colleges and universities of China are 
working in isolated settlements to help the people to 
raise their level of living.” 

In few lands have Christian young persons been 
more strongly challenged to devote themselves unselfish- 
ly to the common welfare. 

In no country could the response be more hearty 
and more resultful than from the trained youth of the 
Christian colleges and universities of China. 


NOW IS THE TIME 
to come to the aid of the Luther League of America. 
One month to go to balance accounts. 


1935 DUES REPORT 
November 6, 1935 


Senior Intermediate 
Billed Paid Billed Paid 

Northern California ...... $ 22-50 $15.50 $5.40 $2.70 
Southern California ...... 74.75 3.60 
(Caeeen, cAgscadno do OodonoG 152.50 
Columbia District) sy. eere 48.25 3.50 
9—Connecticut ....5..- 5 61.75 61.75 19.00 19.00 
A= ENOTIC ANN stolers ovoid rersterclete 27.50 27.50 5.00 5.10 
Georgia-Alabama ........ 88.50 63.25 15.10 6.20 
Nani Seevererteneretrsleretensieveners 238225 30.00 35.00 6.00 
ibebeve ooonboqobosOnOpOT 155225 128.50 23.90 11.00 
5 Keech HOOD OD OULOTIOUO’ 82.50 82.50 10.00 10.00 
iReanisasimerteiorelsreteretaleieierersneieie 50.00 25.00 4.00 2.00 
Kentucky-Tennessee ...... 47.25 2.10 
WIEVEMEKNGl {oon oDoUodeGuoOU 263.25 46.40 37.80 
Michigan eerrejee« 3 37.25 14.30 4.10 
Minnesota ..... WARS 9.60 1.00 
IMUSSISSIPD!  seleieie ele telereletals 4.25 1.60 
MWobEREY” Sano ganonanodoesd 
ING ANA, Anononccnd5ondas 162.10 14.00 14.00 
German Nebraska . arate : 10.00 
New Jersey : 110.00 35.00 30.60 
ING wig VOL meen eticieiae : 532.75 132.20 81.10 
5—North Carolina ....... 690.25 690.25 73.30 73.30 
COTO! Feyctenareleid eceudintecere asta 325.00 325.00 28.00 9.80 
3—Pacific Northwést ..... 29.25 29.25 3.70 3.70 
Penmsyilwaiae ceteris sie aisie 2,394.75 1,995.73 218.40 182.90 
Rocky Mountain ......... 22.50 
6—South Carolina ....... 324 00 324.00 32.00 32.00 
aL CXAS Eile, o eelslet seareca creeks cope 43.75 43.75 5.20 5.20 
NY Glateg have FApAloICICMM Cao ach oa Sica 448.75 300.00 17.50 10.00 
8—West Virginia ........ 86.75 86.75 1.20 1.20 
2—WISCONSIN s).)-- elele eevee 80.25 80.25 15.60 15.60 

Ati AL So wodootosacgsns $6,854.50 $5,613.83 $774.60 $563.40 


SUSTAINING MEMBERSHIP REPORT 
January 1st to October 31st, 1935 


Total Alumni 
Paid Gift 

League Quota to Date Sust. Cont. Mem’l 
Northern California.$ 25.00 
Southern California. 50.00 
Cariadaweercieteie cle $3.00 $3.00 
Columbia District. . 30.00 
Connecticut... si. 35.00 10.00 5.00 $5.00 
Wesel, oadn Soboadn 20.00 11.00 5.00 1.00 5.00 
Georgia-Alabama .. 50.00 28.00 20.00 3.00 5.00 
Lh OLS eles etate snooo 0300 33.00 15.00 3.00 15,00 
IbGlE, ooasgcoode 70.00 6.00 5.00 1.00 
POW are sisianlea isle esis 60.00 22.00 10.00 7.00 5.00 
IGG. gaonssso0ne 30.00 2.00 2.00 
Kentucky-Tennessee 1.00 1.00 
Maryland ..... boos, “SUUHOD 220.00 165.00 50.00 5.00 
Michigan) sere ele elie G 60.00 5.00 5.00 
Minnesota, aiceicies « 70.00 19.00 13.00 6.00 
Mississippi) mesic. 10.00 4.00 4.00 
German Nebraska.. 10.00 
INiebraskcaterstereisteetere 110.00 29.00 15.00 9.00 5.00 
New Jersey ...... 125.00 110.00 60.00 35.00 15.00 
New York ..... ~e» 400.00 231.00 135.00 31.00 65.00 
North Carolina 300.00 227.00 75.00 17.00 135.00 
(0) Ce sone enna 200.00 51.00 25.00 16.00 10.00 
Pacific Northwest.. 20.00 10.00 10.00 
Pennsylvania ..... 1,315.00 665.00 337.00 108.00 220.00 
Rocky Mountain .. 10.00 
South Carolina 250.00 157.00 70.00 32.00 55.00 
ERS E37) Dare nero ceo 55.00 33.00 15.00 13.00 5.00 
Qa Vateimiay ae ser | ylZ0200) 280.81 105.00 37.00 138.81 
West Virginia 25.00 10.00 5.00 5.00 
1—Wisconsin ..... 50.00 60.00 56.00 4.00 
Columbia Dist., 1934 31.00 31.00 


$4,000.00 $2,257.81 $1,177.00 $388.00 $693.81 
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SUSTAINING MEMBERSHIP REPORT 


For September and October, 1935 


NORTHERN CALIFORNIA 
SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA 
CANADA, total 3 
COLUMBIA DISTRICT 
CONNECTICUT, total 2 
Connecticut State Luther League 
FLORIDA, total 3 
GEORGIA-ALABAMA, total 8 
Miss Mildred Gartelmann 
ILLINOIS, total 9 
INDIANA, total 2 
IOWA, total 9 
The Luther League of Iowa 
Rev. Leland H. Lesher, by Luther League of Iowa 
KANSAS, total 2 
KENTUCKY-TENNESSEE, 
Miss Marguerite German 
MARYLAND), total 69 
Trinity Senior Luther League, Hagerstown 
St. Paul’s Luther League, Walkersville 
Miss Selma Trede 
Rev. Charles Corbett 
Calvary Parish 1 
St. Stephen’s Luther League, Baltimore 
Rev. and Mrs. Edw. G. Goetz 
Miss Ruth R. Howard 
Miss Frances Dysinger 
Miss Betty Werner 
Mrs. Herbert H. Lee 
Die Me WWe Obie 
Miss Mary Leonberger 
Nona Heffley 
Catherine Schickler 
Mary Galding 
Gilbert Major 
Ann Seibert 
Katherine Smith 
Martha Ellen Eakle 
MICHIGAN, total 2 
MINNESOTA, total 8 
MISSISSIPPI, total 1 
GERMAN NEBRASKA 
NEBRASKA, total 13 
Miss Margaret E, Fischer : 
Rey. J. A. Bahnsen, by St. Paul’s Luther League, Leigh 
NEW JERSEY, total 42 
Miss Irmgard Mehl 
NEW YORK, total 52 : 
Rey. K. Riebesell, by Christ Luther League, Little Falls 
Junior Luther League, Holy Trinity Lutheran Church, New 


York City 
Intermediate Luther League, Holy Church, 
New Rochelle 


New York City 
St. Luke’s Luther League, 

Rev. John F. Bornhold, by St. Luke’s Luther League, New 
Rochelle 


NORTH CAROLINA, total 40 
First Luther League, Greensboro 


OHIO, total 19 
Miss Havana Amos 


total 1 


Trinity Lutheran 


I SL 


News From The 


NEW YORK 


Our second annual assembly at Camp Palestine was held on 
Saturday and Sunday, September 7th and 8th, and while our at- 
tendance on Saturday was far below our expectations (15 in number ) 
it increased to 30 by Sunday and those who took advantage of this 
opportunity realized the educational and spiritual values of such a 
conference, as well as the good fellowship that prevails when Luther 
Leaguers get together. As this camp is patterned after the Holy 
Land, there are many interesting spots where devotions can be 
held in the open. Our Saturday evening devotion was held at Twi- 
light Point and conducted by Rev. J. Dimpfl of Dunkirk, and Rev. 
N. Schlegel, Ozone Park. The song “Beautiful Saviour” was sung 
after which Rev. Schlegel read from John 16:13. He spoke of 
having “Leadership in which we are friends walking side by side 
clasping our hands, one in the hand of Jesus, the other in the hand 
of our friends. 

After the devotioral period we went to the auditorium and 
sitting around the huge fireplace we listened to Miss Bertha Hein 
of Redeemer Church give a vivid account of the pageant “Heaven 
Bound” which was presented by a cast of 300 negroes at the 
Charleston convention, and Miss Bertha Hehr of Christ Church told 
of the two things which impressed her the most, namely the spirit 
of the Luther Leaguers and the Candlelight Service. As the theme 
for our conference was ‘Church Worlds,” Rev. Schlegel spoke on 
“Private Worlds.” In part, he said: “The young people are going 
out with high ideals and find themselves bumping against a wall. 

ey are in confusion as to what to do. We as youth must strive 
to make our church a little more like the church which Jesus 
Christ established. Communism and Fascism are drawing our people 


LUTHER LEAGUE REVIEW 


PACIFIC NORTHWEST, total 1 


PENNSYLVANIA, total 174 : 
Messiah Senior Luther League, Harrisburg 
Oscar L. Lingle 
Charles Forney 
Harold W. Donges 
Mrs. Harold W. Donges 
Rev. E. Martin Grove, D.D. 

Craig Esterly 

Marvin Eckardt 

Fred Rochelle 

Wm. T. Reed 

Rev. M. Wahrmann 
Miss Sue C. Kleibscheidel 
Miss Cornelia Cathcart 
Miss Hazel Nannah 
Henry V. Scheirer 

Miss Mary C. Huston 
Miss Susan M. Kurzenknabe 
John George Kurzenknabe 

Mrs. John George Kurzenknabe 

H. Wesley Henry 

Miss Anna E. Carter 

Miss Eva Minnich 

Kenneth W. Dry 

Robert R. Menges 

Cecil C. King 

Carl P. Beisecker 

Miss Ruth Niemeyer 

Leroy Moser 

Mrs. R. G. Swavely 

Rev. C. A. Steigerwalt 

Russell E. Thompson 

Edwin Maloney 

Miss Hazel Harman aor 

St. John’s Junior Luther League, Phoenixville 

Miss Alma Koder ; : 

Rey, E. R. Deibert, by St. Mark’s Senior Luther League, 
Reading ; : 

Rey. Horace S. Mann, by Hope Junior Luther League, Reading 

Miss Catharine Yeager, by Grace Luther League, Reading 

Allentown District Luther League 

Rev. P. F. Obenauf 


ROCKY MOUNTAIN 


SOUTH CAROLINA, total 47 
Miss Wilhelmina Behlmer 


TEXAS, total 17 
VIRGINIA, total 55 
WEST VIRGINIA, total 2 
WISCONSIN, total 5 


A CHRISTMAS GIFT THAT WILL REPEAT 
EACH MONTH OF THE YEAR 1936 
Luther League Review Gift Subscriptions are ap- 
propriate for remembering your friends this Christmas 
time. 
Each friend you remember with a Christmas gift 


subscription will receive our announcement card in their 
Christmas mail. 


Ok ob 


Leagues in Action 


away from Luther League and Jesus Christ. Before I can attempt 
to help_ other people I must build my life firmly in the form of 
Jesus Christ so that the people with whom, I work can see me 
living it. We must live that kind of a life in order to inspire their 
confidence in us.’ The forum hour was followed by a dramatiza- 
tion of “Business Worlds’ written by John Staby, President of 
Redeemer Church. A few songs were sung and then we closed our 
session with a wiener roast around the fireplace. 


Sunday morning we had the pleasure of motoring to Rev. 
Dimpfl’s church in Dunkirk where we attended Sunday School and 
church service, and upon our return the dinner bell was callirg to 
us, and needless to say, the bell did not have to ring long. 


Our next gathering was held in the auditorium at which time 
‘Rev. Schlegel emphasized the importance of increased membership 
and the objective of the National League, and also showed many 
interesting posters of League conventions and projects. Miss Bertha 
Hein spoke on “Laying a Foundation.” She said: “Our Seniors 
have a very important part in training Juniors. The Luther League, 
especially the Juniors, is the most important organization in the 
church for here is where you get your people who later become 
presidents of other organizations and members of church councils 
for they have had the experience of taking part and conducting 
transactions.” The balance of the afternoon was devoted to recrea- 


tion and while a drizzling rain took place, most everyone found 
some past-time. 


The theme for the evening session was “Social Worlds” and 
Rey. Franklin Blank who graduated from the seminary this year, 
addressed the group. “Companionship is the essence of vital living. 


LUTHER LEAGUE REVIEW 


Religion must be personal if it is to touch us. The human touch 
may not be sentimental or affectionate but sympathetic.  Fellow- 
ship is the earthly foundation upon which the kingdom is built. A 
real friend of man is a real friend of God. We would not care for 
a religion which would not share our lives with others. Love can 
only be realized when we can visualize for another, The personal 
touch rather than a slap in the face is what the world needs. May 
it be said of us that we are the good samaritans of our day willing 
to give the personal touch in all phases of life. 
Help me to live for others, 
; That I may live for Thee.” 
Rey. Dimpf, our Dean, was asked to give a resume of the con- 
ference and in his report he said he realized three things: 


1. We gathered a new and vividing conception that there is 
work to be done. 


2. In this great enterprise to which Christ is calling the world, 


there is a place for that which youth can give. 

3. It is a fact that the world with all of its complexities and 
problems not only needs youth and what they can give, but it needs 
youth who dares to take Jesus Christ and venture forth on the 


promises He has made. 
BERTHA C. HEHR, Publicity Chairman 


OHIO 


Rey. Rudolph G. Schulz, former Executive Secretary of the 
Luther League of Ohio, and more recently the pastor of the Hope 
Lutheran Church, Toledo, has accepted a call to become president 
of Carthage College of Illinois. Carthage is Rudy’s Alma Mater. 
He is also a graduate of the Hamma Divinity School. 

A playlet, dramatizing the significance of the emblem of the 
Luther League, has been written by Rev. H. I. Posposel, Dayton. 

The new State Intermediate Secretary is Rev. Erwin Spees, 
Norwood, former member of the Executive Committee of Ohio. 

Rey. R. Bergstresser, Niles, spoke at the regular meeting of 
the Canton-Youngstown Federation, held in Trinity Church, Salem, 
Sunday, October 6. 

Sponsored by the Tippecanoe City Junior League and Junior 
Department of the Sunday School, a Junior rally will be held on 
October 20. Miami and Darke County Juniors have been invited. 
Speakers include: Mrs. Mabel Fenner, Executive Secretary, Light 
Brigade of the U. L. C.; Rev. John M. Warnes, Springfield. 

Miss Willotta Eggleston is the new president of the up-and- 
coming Calvary League of Cleveland. 

Rey. Dr. F. Krueger, a former missionary to China, spoke 
at the fourth aunual rally of the Western Conference, held at Hope 
Church, Toledo, September 8. His subject was ‘“‘China—Our Re- 
sponsibility.” Marvin Sielkin, student at Hamma Divinity School, 
conducted a “Quiet Hour Meditation.” 


ROGER G. IMHOFF, Publicity Director 


PENNSYLVANIA 


This issue going to press just prior to the Statewide Depart- 
mental Conferences, a report thereon cannot be made till the next 
issue of the Review. 

The Annual President’s and State Officers Conference held in 
Harrisburg, September 14th and 15th was attended one hundred per 
cent—every State officer and every District President or representa- 
tive being present. A detailed report is in process of compila- 
tion and will be in the hands of the Districts probably before this 
issue. One point, stressed by President Henry V. Scheirer was, 
the opportunities for extension in our Leagues; not only the or- 
ganization of new Leagues but increasing membership of Leagues 
already in existence. The field for growth is almost unlimited-— 
all are urged to make a determined effort to build up membership. 


With Our Districts Around the State 


Berks District: The District’s big event of the year, the con- 
cert given by the United States Marine Band was held October 
10th. Details will be reported as soom as possible. 

Lancaster District is planning a radio program to extend over 
the Advent season. It is planned to have a quartet, special music 
and a speaker and other short items. If the program proves suc- 
cessful another series will be arranged over the Lenten season. 
Miss Lillian Woodrig, District Publicity Chairman, is in charge of 
the program. ; f : 

Upper Lehigh Valley District held their third annual banquet 
Wednesday evening, October 9th, at St. John’s Lutheran Church, 
Upper Mauch Chunk, Pa. The speaker was Rev. Paul M. Kinports 
who delivered an inspirational talk to the representative gathering 
of District Leaguers. ay ‘ 

The District convention was held on Armistice Day in St. 
John’s Lutheran Church, St. Johns, Pa. Further details will ap- 
pear in a subsequent issue. - / 

Statewide thanksgiving Rally—This annual Statewide event 
will be sponsored in all Districts just about the time this issue 
reaches you—-November 26th. 

Districts, Notice—Send in news before 1st of month to: 


MARVIN H. ECKARDT, Publicity Chairman 


ROCKY MOUNTAIN SYNOD 


The most successful convention ever held by the Rocky Moun- 
tain Synodical Luther League convened in Denver, Colo., September 
21 and 22, with the League of Barnitz Memorial Lutheran Church 
as hosts. This League began preparations for the convention a 
year ago, and every part of the convention reflected the hours spent 
in preparation. 

Registration 
Ten Leaguers from 

ion. : : 
SE een the new missionary objective is for our work in China, 
the motif for the annual banquet was Chinese. Table decorations 
were jinrichishas, pagodas, dolls, and programs disguised as fire- 
crackers, The room was hung with typical Chinese art, and the 
ceiling was covered with gaily decorated kites. Miss Elizabeth, a 
former Y. C, A. worker in China, gave the main talk, 


broke all previous records with a total of 103. 
Albuquerque drove 1000 miles to attend this 


Page Fifteen 


_ The theme of the convention was Education, Missions and Life 
Service, and the three main addresses were on these lines. Rey. 
L. A. Swan of Boulder, Colo., was our convention chaplain, and 
opened each meeting. 

The address Saturday afternoon was given by Dr. 
Martin, President of Midland College, Fremont, Nebr. We were 
fortunate in being able to secure Dr. Martin’s services. He also 
closed our convention with a stirring address, “If I Had But One 
Life to Live.” The Leaguers went back home truly inspired. 

Sunday, Rev. W. P. Ard of Denver addressed the convention 
on , Die Challenge of the Hills,’ after the presentation of the 
year’s missionary objective. Rev. Ard’s talk was well received. 

For the first time since its organization, the Luther League of 
the Albuquerque Indian School was represented by two of the 
Indian boys, Sampson Pechuli and Riley Waye. They each made 
short talks and told a little of their work. 

_ New officers elected were: President, Ruth McClendon, Denver; 
Vice-President, Albertine Zoellner, Gypsum; Secretary, Chas. Veysey, 
Denver; Treasurer, Anna Louise Wegener, Denver. 

New appointees: Intermediate Secretary, Nata Mae Swanson, 
Denver; Junior Secretary, Mrs. L. A. Swan, Boulder; Education 
Secretary, Gerald Carson, Denver. 


VIRGINIA 
Fourteenth Annual Convention 
/ Luther Leaguers of the Synod of Virginia lift up their hearts 
in praise and thanksgiving to the Heavenly tather for the inspira- 
tion and the very real fellowship received at the fourteenth annual 
convention, which convened June 18-20 in St. John’s Lutheran 
Church, Knoxville, Tennessee. 

_ The theme, ‘‘Foundations,’”’ was developed helpfully, 
tionally, and forcibly by the convention speakers. The chaplain, 
Rev. Paul L. Royer, of Bluefield, W. Va., chose as his themes for 
the devotions, “Eternal Foundations—God,” ‘Foundations In Jesus 
Christ,” ‘‘Foundations In the Home” and ‘Foundations In the 
Church.” During the devotional periods Rev. Royer discussed the 
problems of youth face to face with the young people. 

_ At the opening session on June 18, Holy Communion was ad- 
ministered to one hundred delegates, and to members of the local 
congregation, by Rev. A. M. Huffman and Rev. H. E. Poff. Rev. 
Paul M. Kinports, Executive Secretary of the Luther League of 
eee) addressed the ‘convention on the theme, ‘“‘Upon This 
Rocka 

A social hour, offering splendid opportunity for getting ac- 
quainted, followed the devotional service. Local Leaguers enter- 
tained with readings and music. 

After the business session on Wednesday morning a_ beautiful 
and impressive memorial service was held in memory of Clifford 
Bowman. It was conducted by Lewis Bowers, a very close friend 
of the deceased. 

The third session of the convention was given to group meet- 


Et. By 


inspira- 


ings in which ‘Foundations for Spiritual Life,” led by Dr. L. 
Thomas; ‘Foundations for Social Life,’ led by Rev. Carl A. 
Honeycutt, and ‘Foundations for League Life,” led by Frances 


Miller and Ethel Nunn, were discussed. 

The banquet was held at the Cherokee Country Club. Mr. 
Edgar Neas, Knoxville, was toastmaster, and Dr. James Kinard, 
president of Newberry College, delivered the banquet address, using 
as his theme, ‘Youth Looking Ahead.” wei. 

On the closing day of the convention Leaguers were privileged 
to hear Dr. F. W. Otterbein, pastor of North Austin Lutheran 
Church, Chicago, Illinois. He chose as his themes: ‘‘Yesterday’s 
Foundations Tomorrow,” and “Building On a Sure Foundation.” 
“My plea to you, young people,” said Dr. Otterbein, “is that into 
whatsoever sphere God puts you, wherever you stand, you will try 
tomorrow to get mankind back on the foundation that God has 
put for us.” j ’ . ; 

The delegates were taken on a hundred-mile sightseeing trip_to 
Norris Dam and the town of Norris, on Thursday afternoon. The 
one hundred fifty persons who went found the Tennessee Valley 
Authority project most interesting and educational. It is the New 
Deal’s pet social experiment. Upon their return the delegates were 
served a picnic lunch on the grounds of Williams-Henson Home and 
School for Boys. 

On Friday morning twenty-five Leaguers boarded a bus for 
the post-convention trip. They followed the “Loop Route” to the 
crest of the Great Smokey Mountains, through Indian Gap and 
Newfound Gap. Nowhere else in the East can you find a drive 
to equal this one in scenic value. ; ; 

The climax of the convention was the candlelight installation 
service. he following officers were installed by Dr. homas: 

President, Thelma Graham, Salem; Vice-President, Frances V. 
Miller, Shenandoah; Treasurer, Miss Marie McDaniel, Norfolk; 
Statistical Secretary, Lewis Bowers, Roanoke; Editor, W. D. Hogan, 
Parrottsville, Tenn.; Recording Secretary, Ethel Nunn, Luray; 
Chairman of Relationship Committee, Vivian Cronk, Salem; Educa- 
tional Secretary, Edith Richardson, Salem; Missionary Secretary, 
Tina Rader, Greeneville, Tenn.; Life Service Secretary, Margaret 
Sue Copenhaver, Marion; Chairman of Extension Committee, Hartley 
Mayes, Roanoke; Sustaining Membership Secretary, Mildred Conard, 
Shepherdstown, Va.; Intermediate Secretary, Margie Bowers, 
Harrisonburg; Junior Secretary, Mary Brown Cassell, ‘Rural Retreat. 


CANADA 


Mr. Alvin Schaediger of North Bergen, N. J., presented the 
program of the Luther League in all its branches at the Second 
Workers’ Conference held at St. Matthew’s, Kitchener, on September 
2nd. He began by demonstrating with a cardboard box. On each 
side was inscribed one word, viz: Life, Feeling, Service, Education, 
and on the ends were written Bible Devotions and Church Attend- 
ance. All of us begin life on the same level, i. e., we are alive. 
Soon we have “feeling’’. Here is our missionary program which is 
a matter of feeling and the heart. Service is that in which all of us 
ought to have a share. Education enables us to know better haw to 
live, to feel and_to serve. Bible Devotions cut off the rough edges 
of our block. Church Attendance completes our block so that it 
fits. After opening the box a pattern remains for us to follow, viz., 
the cross. Mr. Schaediger continued by saying that our life is like 
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We have been promoted from Junior, Intermediate and 
Our books are the Bible, the Luther League 
Review and the Topics Quarterly. Each day the blackboard is 
cleaned and we begin anew. Our Teacher is Jesus. Our lessons 
are the Bible, Music and Light. We have recess for recreation. 
When we graduate we enter the larger work of the Church. 

Rev. Wittig, speaking on the possibilities of the Luther League 
of Canada said, “Some day there will be Leagues spread across 
Canada, but linked together into one great organization. There will 
be a Luther League in every Lutheran congregation. Junior and 
Intermediate Leagues will be more numerous. Each year a summer 
camp will be conducted for Juniors. The Luther League will show 
rapid progress in the future’’. 

Rey. Twietmeyer, of Brantford, said that he has known a 
League in which a purely devotional program attracted 200 Leaguers. 
There should be a song leader to lead the hymn singing. Each 
Leaguer should be encouraged to present a topic and be able to 
offer free prayers. The Pastor should summarize the topic. If this 
organization be of God it will stand. 

Mr. Schaediger showed how to present a topic. By no_means 
should anyone in the League read the topic from the Luther Ieague 
Review. The topic written there is only a guide. Use the question 
method beginning with easy questions and leading to harder ones. 
Perhaps you can use the blackboard method of uresenting topics, us- 
ing the acrostic system. He gave an example: 

iy Why pray? P ersonal 

Ye Who is to pray? R easonable 
aYe Always an answer A cceptable 
raY in prayer Y earning 

Rev. E. J. Fischer, the Educational Secretary, explained ‘What 
I would do if I were a local Educational Secretary’. I would plan 
a program for future months and send a copy of it to all the young 
people in the church including those who are not Leaguers. I would 
promote Daily Bible Reading and the Pocket Testament Movement 
among the Leaguers. I would be a member of the Bible class. I 
would give book reviews of the reading course. I would be a faith- 
ful reader of the Canada Lutheran and Luther League Review. 

Miss Gracienne Dean led a discussion on League music. “‘We 
must sing hymns intelligently. Read one stanza to the Leaguers 
explaining and commenting on it and then sing it in unison. It is 
interesting to tell a story or incident in connection with a hymn, 
e. g. “Nearer My God to Thee’ was sung when the Titanic was 
sinking. Some Leaguers sing too loudly, almost shouting. Play 
hymns softly as a background to a prayer. Have a musician speak 
to your League at least once a year. Have them speak on Bach, 
who was a Lutheran, Beethoven or Handel. Memorize your hymns’’. 

Speaking on Social and Recreational programs, Alvin Schaediger 
said that every social must have a theme, a good leader, and a re- 
ception committee. Often we play Christmas games on Valentine’s 
Day; play games in season. Plan your own games, keeping ‘the 
theme in mind. 

Publicity under the direction of Norman Berner is a new depart- 
ment making rapid progress. We like to see our names in the paper. 
News of the League’s activities reaches those not in the League, viz., 
young people, older church members and the general public. Posters 
advertise your meetings well. Postals bring good results. Send news 
of your meetings to the Canada Lutheran. See that your write-ups 
to any paper or publication are done to the best of your ability. The 
better they are written, the better chance they have to be printed 
and read. 

In Mr. Schaediger’s concluding address, he illustrated with an 
electric light bulb. It lights the Word in the world. It must have 
the proper comnection, as we must have proper connection with the 
League, the Church and with Christ. There must be power to make 
it light. The Power of God is mighty. The connections must be 
clear—no isms must blind us. The filament in a bulb has a certain 
resistance so that it will not burn itself out—-we must have a resis- 
tance against the evil influences in the world. Hide not your light 
under a bushel. 

Space does mot permit accounts of the opening devotions by 
Rey. Buehlow, of the remarks by John Lauman, of the work of 
Juniors by Norman Berner, of Life Service by Rev. F. Howald, of 
Missionary Department by Edna Weigel, of the Question Box con- 
ducted by Rev. Wittig, of the tour of the city, and of the con- 


cluding banquet. 
NEW YORK 


Western New York District Convention 
Saturday, October 19, 1935 
; A joint convention of both Seniors and Intermediates was held 
in order that we could all enjoy Rey. Wolf’s visit. Our Inter- 
mediate Chairman, Albert Gaal, had for his theme, “The Luther 


a school. 
Senior Departments. 


December 1, 1935 
First Sunday in Advent 


ORGANIZED SOCIAL AGENCIES 
Acts 6:1-6 

(By Rev. G. H. Bechtold, Philadelphia, Pa.) 
PROGRAM 


Silence: Let the League put itself in the presence of God 
Sing “Here Behold Me As I Cast Me” j he 3 


Topic Discussion—Senior, Intermediate, Junior 


SENIOR TOPICS 
MONTHLY THEME—‘**GOOD WILL”’ 


LUTHER LEAGUE REVIEW 


League Tree of Life’? the roots representing the National League, 
the trunk the State League, the branches the District League, and 
the fruit the local Leagues. 

A joint devotional service was held from 3:30 to 4:30) 2 Ma, 
invocation being given by Rev. G. Huf of St. Paul’s, Eggertsville. 
Rev. Wolf spoke on ‘“‘The National Luther League of America, 
and brought out these vital statements. ‘The Luther League of 
America is the roots of the tree. The roots are imbedded in the 
moisture, and that moisture is you. The more moisture and the more 
support you give the Luther League of America, the more beautiful 
will be the leaves and the more luscious the fruit. I beseech you to 
remain loyal to the Luther League of America and loyal to your 
church. Our job is to sink the roots deeper and deeper imto God’s 
word.” ’ 

Separate business meetings were conducted from 4:30 P. M. to 
5:30 P. M. At the Senior meeting greetings were read from Alvin 
Thiem, State President, and Howard Logan of Long Island. Ells- 
worth Miller, State Treasurer, reported as follows: iia Luther 
League tree of life cannot grow unless it has nourishment. We 
are endeavoring to have all dues paid by January Ist of next year. 
We need the money to operate and accomplish the work of the 
Luther League of America.’’ After the business meeting both 
Leagues witnessed the dramatization ‘Luther League Torchbearers 
presented by the Intermediates. 

6:15 P. M. the call went out for the banquet, and needless to 
say, only one call was necessary. The room was very beautifully 
decorated with autumn leaves and colors and Ralph F. Howe of 
Redeemer Church was toastmaster. Rev. R. J. Keeler of St. Mark’s, 
Kenmore, gave the invocation and after partaking of a delicious 
repast we had the pleasure of again hearing Rev. Wolf, his topic 
being “Holding Fast—Going Forward.” While space will not per- 
mit the printing of his entire talk, it was so good, I am going to 
give extracts of it for the benefit of those who were not in 
attendance. 

“Holding fast and going forward can rightly go together. 
Holding fast is not enough. A bull dog holds fast but who wants 
to be so stubborn? We want to go forward but going forward 
isn’t enough. Youth with stout hearts will go forth. They will 
not sit idly by. They will not refuse a job. For youth there is 
plenty of work today. In the church there is plenty of work to 
be done. We cannot afford to sit back and twittle our thumbs and 
say that our work is done. Neither can the church or government 
sit idly by these days. There is a necessity to hold fast to some- 
thing. You cannot afford to discard something that is old just 
because it is old, until you have proven that that which is new 
is better than that which is old. That is my appeal here to you; 
to hold fast to the things that have been proven and to things 
that are essential to life and happiness. We must have an anchor- 
age. Life is an attachment. Like the vine it is fastened on to 
something that gives it its life. There is something that is old which 
is established upon the relationship of God Almighty which makes 
it holy. Yes, there is an attachment. You can’t get away from 
yourself. So let us think on this matter of holding fast. The 
Luther League of America has sunk its roots deep in the life and 
program of the Luther League of America. The church is fast 
realizing the Luther League of America’s place in its program and 
set-up. We said we are to be an organization with an educational 
program, a missionary program, a life service program. Let us 
divorce ourselves from these and the church will cast us off. Let 
us hold fast, youth. What have we done to hold fast to? What 
have we done that is worthy of holding fast? We can point to 
many vital achievements. The experience of the southern youth in 
training young men for the ministry. That is one achievement. We 
must hold fast_in spite of what the critics say about foreign mis- 
sions. Jesus Christ put no limitations on himself and he does not 
want us to put any limitations on our work. Hold fast to the 
program of the Luther League of America. You can go as far 
as your zeal and your vision will carry you in the work of Jesus 
Christ. Go forward, youth, holding fast.to the old faith. The 
most dangerous enemies of the church are not those without but 
those within who think they are benefiting the church. You are 
not held back because of jealousy, it is because you lack the neces- 
sary courage to go forward. Man’s worst enemy, is within him. 
Youth watch yourself. Go forward holding fast not to your own 
limitations, not to what other people say, mot to criticism, not to 
old foggish ideas, but hold fast to one who is always going for- 
ward—Jesus Christ, your Saviour and your Lord, and God bless you 
in every advance in life. May you ever wear the smile of youth, 
the hope and the faith of youth, and build your life upon the Rock 


of Salvation.” 
BERTHA C. HEHR, Publicity Chairman 


Read: Matthew 25 :31-46 


Prayer: O God our Father, blessed be Thy holy name forever; 
we thank Thee for the presence of Thy dear Son our Toud 
and Master. As He lifting up His eyes beholding the misery 
of the children of men, healed them in body and soul, so may we 
as His disciples go about doing good to. all men, especially 
those of the household of faith. Give us grace and power that 
we may worthily present Thy saving gospel to a distressed 
world, in word and deed. In the name of Jesus. Amen. 
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Psalm: 68 Responsively 


Sing: “We Give Thee But Thine Own” 
Offering 


Present and Discuss the Topic 


Sing: “O God of Mercy, God of Might” 
The Lord’s Prayer an AS aaah 


The Aim: To show that the Lutheran Church in the Inner Mission 
has a program through which it can meet the social needs of 
her people and non-Christians as well. 

Back to the Foundations 

In appointing the seven deacons, the apostles set a 
pattern of organization for the Church’s ministry of 
love. Throughout all the changes in character the diac- 
onate has continued to be the agency through which 
the Church serves humanity. 

Luther was so busy with his educational program 
that he never did get around to the organization of this 
phase of the work. However, the “Church Orders” of 
that period contain clear directions to the Christian 
community how it shall take care of its poor. 

Germany gave birth to the Inner Mission which is 
the name our United Lutheran Church also gives to 
this work. It is called “Inner” because it proceeds 
from the inner life of the individual believer and has 
its roots in the inner life of the congregation. Pioneers 
in this field were A. H. Francke, the father of the modern 
program of “foster family care’ for dependent children; 
J. H. Wichern, organizer of the “cottage plan” for the 
care of neglected and delinquent boys and girls; Fliedner, 
the founder of the present-day female diaconate and 
Bodelschwingh, the inventor of occupational therapy. 
Their labors have blessed the whole civilized world. 

All social agencies, public and private, secular and 
religious had their origin in the impulse to service found 
in the Christian Church, But social work believes that 
its beginnings are found in the Poor Laws of Elizabeth 
of England. 


Organized Social Work in America 

In the early days of our land all persons in need 
were cared for either by the Directors of the Poor or 
the Churches of the community. In the past fifty 
years different forms of social work have gathered them- 
selves into groups and units. Almost every state has its 
Department of Public Welfare with a great array of 
agencies and institutions under its control; social 
agencies, many of which owe their origin to Protestant 
Churches, carry on community and state-wide activities 
in the field of health, family and child welfare, etc. The 
Roman Catholic Church has a completely organized 
system of charity; the Jews have a similar set-up. Pro- 
testant groups have commissions for Christian social 
service. Their principal work is interest in certain 
forms of legislation and the distribution of literature. 
The Protestant Episcopal Church has a national board 
of social service. In the large cities and through Dio- 
cesan authorities they carry on an extensive program 
of welfare activities. Especial attention is given to 
state institutions. 

Our own Inner Mission is extensive, including 418 
institutions and agencies devoted to the care of the sick, 
the aged, children, physically and mentally handicapped, 
family welfare, transients, sea-faring folk and stranger. 


The Beginnings In Our Church 
From the earliest days our congregations took care 
of their needy people. Orphan children were taken in 


by their relatives or godparents, the poor and aged were 
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provided for from funds of the congregation, neighbors 
and community societies helped the less fortunate. In 
Philadelphia the Men’s Benevolent Society of St 
Michael and Zion’s Church has been at work for more 
than one hundred years. 

With the increase in population chiefly through im- 
migration new means of caring for human needs had to 
be devised. Societies were formed provided 
sewing for “respectable widows,’ tramps worked in 
woodyards and thus earned a bath, a night’s lodging and 
two meals. 


which 


Calamities like the war between the states made 
many children fatherless. This gave the first real 
impluse to the organization of Orphans’ Homes. 


Father Passavant, of blessed memory, established a home 
for orphans at Zelienople, Pa. in 1854. There are now 
62 children’s homes operated by the Lutheran Church 
in the United States. 

Not war but dread of the almshouse led the Church 
to provide homes for aged faithful members. The first 
one was opened in Philadelphia in 1859 in connection 
with the Orphans’ Home at that place. Seventy-seven 
such homes now minister to our aged brethren. 


Going Forward 

Your Church is never deaf or blind to human need. 
When the cry for help was raised the Church did her 
best to help. Without funds, Dr. Passavant began one 
institution with a capital of one dollar, but with great 
faith, hospitals were built, sanatoria for tubercular per- 
sons were opened—a Lutheran deaconess opened the 
first free dispensary for the prevention and cure of 
tuberculosis in the United States. 

Crippled, feeble-minded and epileptics are given lov- 
ing Christian care. 

For the boys and girls going away to the big city 
Christian homes have been opened. 

These are but a few of the many activities carried 
on in our institutions. 


New Developments 

During the 1890's the Church began to see the need 
of taking the Gospel to the growing number of un- 
churched persons. City Missions and Inner Mission 
Societies sprang up all over the land. Philadelphia, the 
cradle of American Lutheranism, established the first 
Inner Mission Society in the United Lutheran Church. 
It already had a City Mission. 

These new agencies began a systematic work of 
visitation in hospitals, public homes and penal institu- 
tions. Each year their missionaries see thousands of 
people, reading to them, praying for them, giving them 
Gospels and other Christian reading matter. This is not 
all; many sick people are friendless and in our workers 
they find a real friend. Some patients need convales- 
cent care, clothing, a brace, a pair of glasses, an artificial 
eye or a set of teeth. The Inner Mission gives them. 

Some people think that is all the Inner Mission 
does, gives material relief. Her greatest gift is the 
Gospel of salvation. Through services and ‘pastoral 
care and instruction each year many people are brought 
to Christ. On sick beds, in wheel-chairs and in prison 
chapels men and women are baptized, confirmed and 
receive the Sacrament of the Altar. That is the real 
work of the Inner Mission, bringing in souls from the 
highways and the hedges to the great feast of the King. 
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Night and day the Inner Mission is at the beck and 
call of the whole Church and the community. 

In recent years we have learned something about 
relief work through the needs of the many thousands 
of unemployed persons. Family Welfare work must be 
done even in prosperous times, so that is a constant 
part of the Inner Mission program. Family ‘Welfare 
is more than material relief. The Church teaches that 
the family is a divine institution that should only be 
broken up by death. How to rebuild the family that is 
in danger through unemployment, sickness, poverty or 
problem of the Inner Mission. 
Patience, love, tact, firmness and generosity are some of 
the tools that must be used to prevent a smash-up. 
Someone has said that ‘‘an ounce of prevention is worth 
a ton of cure.” Our nation and our Church will only 
be as good as our poorest families. Therefore, we must 
do everything in our power to make them Christian 
families in Christian homes. 

However, we cannot depend entirely on our Inner 
Mission Institutions to do all the work. Every Christian 
is a member of the “Communion of Saints” and of the 
“Priesthood of Believers”. Each one of us has some 
responsibility through these spiritual organizations to 
care for the social needs of our neighbors. Our congre- 
gations are the means through which we should present 
Jesus Christ to a needy world. It is’ the original society 


for organized social work. 
Books: 
The Inner Mission, J. F. Ohl 
Peril and Preservation of the Home, Jacob Riis 
The Good Neighbor, Mary Richmond 


drunkenness is the 


December 8, 1935 
Second Sunday in Advent 
WHAT TO DO IN PUBLIC CALAMITIES 
(By Rev. G. H. Bechtold, Philadelphia, Pa.) 


Program 


Hymn: ‘“‘Peace, Perfect Peace’’ 

Read I John 3:16-24 

Prayer: Almighty and Everlasting God, the Consolation of the 
sorrowful and the Strength of the weak; may the prayers of 
them that in any tribulation or distress cry unto Thee, gracious- 
ly come before Thee, so that in all their necessities they may 
mark amd receive Thy manifold help and comfort; through 
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Psalm 86 

Sing: ‘Come, Ye Disconsolate”’ 

Offering and Announcements 

Present and Discuss the Topic 

Sing: “How Firm a Foundation’ 


When Disasters Come 
Hurricanes, floods, droughts, famines, earthquakes, 
epidemics of disease smite some sections of our land 
every year. Almost before the stricken community can 
cry for help the American Red Cross is on the way 
with relief. 


Even in these calamities, there is a service for the 


Church to render. “Be ye also ready” is our Lord’s 
command. 


Spectacular disasters seem to be the only ones that 
arouse some people to action. They do not feel moved 
to think of others unless Vesuvius destroys Pompeii. 
Every day a more deadly eruption—Sin—is causing un- 
told disasters to people, to families and nations. 

We can always be sure that wherever Sin lurks and 
flourishes there will be disasters. Therefore, the Church 
has had. a standing rule of service “Do unto others as 
ye would have others do unto you.” 
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Disasters come as a result of unemployment, dis- 
ease, death, old age and in this age to youth. They are 
more far-reaching than any natural disasters in their 
evil effects. 

Other disasters are those which overtake the char- 
acter of individuals and peoples—desecration of the 
Lord’s Day, intemperance and a general disregard of 
the laws of God. 

Every Christian has a duty to help in time of dis- 
aster, but especially in preventing it. One of the dea- 
conesses of the Philadelphia Motherhouse is a pioneer 
in the prevention aud cure of tuberculosis. Her motto 
is “An ounce of prevention is worth a ton of cure, and 
is less expensive.” 

What then are these disasters? The greatest pub- 
lic disaster is the breaking up of a family. The cause 
may be mental disease, tuberculosis, death, immorality, 
desertion, divorce or a host of other reasons. The 
family is the unit of our society. ‘Whenever anything 
happens that either temporarily or permanently breaks 
up the family, society in general feels it. Therefore, the 
first duty of the Church is the prevention of family 
disasters. 

Public health is the prime concern of every Chris- 
tian. Just as Jesus restored the daughter of Jairus and 
the son of the widow at Nain, so the Church through 
her hospitals and sanitoria renders a service to the 
cause of health. Modern medical care is responsible for 
the decrease in the death rate as well as for prolonging 
life. In the years, 30 years, the average expectation of 
life has been increased, in the case of males from 48 to 
59 years. The Lutheran Church has a part in this pro- 
gram through 62 general hospitals scattered over the 
United States. Each year they care for more than a 
quarter million patients. 

Tuberculosis which was formerly known as _ the 
“White Plague’ and destroyed whole families, has re- 
ceded from first to sixth place among the causes of 
death. In this field our Church pioneered in the estab- 
lishment of one of the first free dispensaries for the pre- 
vention and cure of tuberculosis and maintains four 
modern sanitoria in Colorado, New Mexico and Texas. 
The first preventorium for the care of children exposed 
to tuberculosis was opened in Pennsylvania under the 
auspices of the Church. 

Divorces, separations and desertions break up many 
homes. In 1932, 160,000 divorces were granted in the 
United States. How many children were involved in 
the destruction of so many homes we do not know. 
What shall we do to prevent the increase of this 
scourge? The family welfare department of our Luth- 
eran Inner Mission Societies, located in the principal 
cities of our nation, carry on an important work in 
solving domestic difficulties. However, many divorces 
would never take place if marriage was looked upon as 
a “holy estate” instead of a civil contract. Hasty mar- 
riages, runaway marriages, stunt marriages and mixed 
marriages are frowned on by our Church. Let us dis- 
courage them by word and example. 


Should any family be in danger for any of the 
causes named in this article, the congregation through 
its Inner Mission Committee should come to the rescue. 
Such a committee should be at work in good times as 
well as in bad. Before doing anything, it is always 
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necessary to get all the facts. Be sure that your ef- 
forts are not being duplicated by someone else. Re- 
member you are trying to keep a family together. The 
very best way to do that is to help them to help them- 
selves. If the job is too big call in your local Inner 
Mission Society; if there be none, some other respon- 
sible agency. Never forget that you are dealing with a 
divine institution and that it is not merely a case; that 
your task is keeping the family together. 

After every other resource fails, but if the mother 
remains it is still possible to keep the family together. 
Today most states have mothers’ aid laws which pro- 
vide an income for widows and their children. During 
1930, 256,000 children were cared for in this manner. 
Some of our Inner Mission agencies follow a similar 
course in helping families not entitled to mothers’ aid. 

Every so often, in spite of all our efforts or because 
of them, children must be cared for away from their 
families; 287,500 dependent children were in other fam- 
ilies than their own in 1930. 

Your Church does her part in this field. She pro- 
vides for such children in two ways, either in children’s 
homes, sometimes called orphan homes, or in Lutheran 
families. Eighty-three children’s homes of our Church 
provide for more than 5,000 boys and girls and 25 home 
finding societies have more than 1,500 boys and girls 
placed in Christian families. After a child comes into 
care it is learned that it has some handicap. If the 
trouble is more than a home or a family can deal with 
the Church is again prepared to help with 10 homes. 
They look after the crippled, the feeble-minded and the 
epileptic. 

Loss of sight and hearing are disastrous to grown- 
ups as well as to children. All over the land public and 
private agencies are at work helping these unfortunates 
to help themselves. In Detroit the Lutheran Church has 
a school for the deaf, in Los Angeles a monthly em- 
bossed in Braille is published for the blind, in many 
centers Lutheran individuals and agencies are assisting 
these folk to self help. 

Old age is a public calamity. No one likes the 
prospect of spending their latter years in a public alms- 
house. Recently many states have adopted old age 
assistance laws which grant pensions to old men and 
women. Hundreds of private homes for the aged give 
shelter to aged pilgrims. We have in our Church 77 
Homes for Aged Men and Women who have become 
too old to care for themselves. 

Crime also is disastrous to the Church as well as 
to the state. Almost 200,000 men and women were in 
the penal institutions of the various states on New 
Year’s eve 1933. While your Church employs a num- 
ber of missionaries to minister to these folk our real 
task as Christians is to be a good neighbor to the 
tempted and imperilled and the needy. 


Reference 


The Family—U. L. C. Publication House. 
Social Work Year Book. ; 
American Red Cross Pamphlets On Disasters. 


December 15, 1935 
Third Sunday in Advent 
GETTING READY FOR CHRISTMAS 
Titus 2:11-14 
(By Rev. G. H. Bechtold, Philadelphia, Pa.) 
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Program 


aueee of Preparation: “O How Shall I Receive Thee?” 
ing: 
Come and hear the grand old story 
See amid the winter’s snow 
Behold a branch is growing 
As each happy Christmas. 
Psalm 8 (read in unison) 
The Prayer (Use Hymn No, 16, C.S.B.) (Jesus, Thy Church With 
Longing Eyes) 
Presentation of Topic 
Discussion 
Offering For Others 
Lord’s Prayer 


The Aim: To prepare ourselves for a worthy reception of the 
new-born King, to plan for the happiness of others at the blessed 
Christmastide. 

Personal Preparation 

Every time we repeat the phrase “Thy Kingdom 
come” in the Lord’s Prayer it is an expression of our 
hope for the Advent of Christ in glory. However, 
when Christmas draws near we need to prepare our- 
selves in an especial manner. Our minds are filled with 
so many plans for the holiday that the Holy Night in- 
stead of filling us with joy usually finds us with a 
grouch and a headache. 

What does Christmas mean to me? That is the first 
question you should ask yourself in the quiet of your 
own room. Do you really want Jesus to live and rule 
in your heart? Do you want His companionship in all 
that you do? These are all searching questions and 
your answer will determine the manner of your Christ- 
mas happiness. 

What shall this fellowship with Jesus bring you? 
Many people really believe in Santa Claus; this is, they 
are always looking forward to what he will bring them. 
They never give him anything to take away. 

Sharing the Christ Child with others is a natural 
outcome of a proper preparation of ourselves for the 
great feast. When we are filled with the spirit of 
Christmas our families will be also. 


Preparation In the Family 

Bundles, boxes, greeting cards, secrecy and mystery 
beginning right after Thanksgiving serve notice that 
Christmas is on the way. 

The coming of our Lord is worthy of more prepara- 
tion in our homes. Our Lutheran Church makes much 
of the Advent season. A beautiful way of observing 
the Advent season is the use of the Advent wreath. 
Make a wreath large enough to hold thirty candles. On 
the Saturday evening before the first Sunday in Advent 
place the wreath in the room where the family holds 
its daily devotions, or place it on the table after the 
evening meal. As the Old Testament prophecy is read 
concerning the coming of the Saviour, Genesis 3:8-15, 
have some member of the family light the first candle. 
At the reading each night light another candle. On 
Christmas eve the whole wreath is a blaze of light in 
honor of “the Light of the world, Jesus.” 

Our German brethren have a number of other de- 
vices for the Advent season, but the Advent wreath will 
be a joy and blessing in any home. 

Another family program is provided in the new 
booklet provided by our Publication House in Philadel- 
phia. It is called “Light For Today,’ and contains a 
brief service for every day in Advent. The devotions 
for each day includes a psalm verse, a meditation, a 
prayer and a suggested scripture reading. Determine 
that this year there will be a worthy preparation for the 
Feast of the Nativity in your home! 
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Preparation In the League 

“CQ Come, O Come, Emmanuel,” the great Advent 
hymn lends itself for special preparation of the Luther 
League. On each of the four Advent Sundays sing the 
whole hymn. On the first Sunday have someone read 
You can find the story in any 
library. Each evening take the key word Emmanuel; 
Rod of Jesse; Day Spring; Key of David and have 
someone read the scripture verses in which the word 
appears, carrying out the idea of the hymn. 

If there is no service in your Church on Christmas 
eve or early Christmas morning a candlelight service 
brings your Advent preparation to a climax. A fine 
aid to the Christmas decoration is a Christmas trans- 
parency of the Nativity placed on the altar of the dark- 
ened church. It awakens a real spirit of worship. It 
also will provide real happiness for the children of the 
parish. 


the story of the hymn. 


Bringing In the Christmas Cheer 

As Leaguers our thoughts go out to others, not only 
at Christmas but throughout the year. As our Lord 
came as a helpless Bable we want to help the helpless 
in particular. Jesus Christ is real and He dealt with 
real situations in everyday life. Handicapped persons 
want to help themselves. Find some crippled person, 
learn what they can do to partially support themselves 
and then help them to do it. We know a lad who lost 
an arm in an accident who has been helped to become 
a radio repairer. A blind boy is building up a magazine 
subscription business. Another man blind and deaf 
weaves rugs and baskets. Helping others to self help 
is a real Christmas gift. 

Most people think of Christmas cheer in terms of 
food and gifts, but to the man without a job if you can 
help him find a job that will bring him real cheer. 


What Not to Do 

Some folks think that they must do something at 
Christmas regardless of the consequences. Always be 
sure that what you are going to do will be a help and 
not a hindrance. If there are many organizations in 
your community giving Christmas cheer be sure to com- 
pare your lists so there is no careless duplication. Use 
care and thought in making plans. 


What to Do 

Hunt up the forgotten people. Your pastor can 
help you. There may be a childless old couple without 
friends and shut in. Find out what they would like to 
have; it might be an electric pad or a table lamp or a 
large print Bible. Take it to their home with a toy 
Christmas tree, sing one or two Christmas carols, offer 
a prayer and go your way. 

Search out some lonely persons and invite them to 
your home during the holiday. 

Some people are always missed. Go into the byways 
and hedges. They will not ask; you must discover their 
need. When you find them mix your love with common 
sense. Put a little luxury in the food basket, give sub- 
stantial garments, let some little trifles from the 5 and 
10 be tucked in the corner. Be liberal and not prodigal. 
Just because a little child is pretty and cute do not let 
it run away with your purse. 

And then try to do something for the older boys 
and girls who say “I wish—but.” To help their wish 
come true is real Christmas joy. 
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One Thing More 
lmost every community has a public institution of 
some sort. They are always glad for help. If there is 
no Inner Mission Society in your town or city, go and 
ask what you can do. You can offer to provide a Christ- 
mas service or decorate the chapel or provide wreaths 
for the windows. 

In our city we have a public hospital with 3,000 
beds. Each year the Leaguers make up Christmas 
boxes. A nice substantial box is filled. It contains a 
writing pad, pencil, handkerchief, candy, toothbrush and 
fruit. For tubercular patients small baskets of fruit are 
packed. Some patients ask for warm stockings, a blanket 
to put on their knees when they sit in a wheel chair, a 
book or a bag to hold their belongings. 


If you have prepared a Christmas pageant some 
home for old people will be glad to have you present it. 


There is no limit to the things you can do. Like 
the Israelites of old spy out the land and you will find 
endless opportunities to cheer and help. Remember that 
the great purpose of Christmas is to show the love of 
God to man in sending Jesus into the world. Therefore, 
even if your service is small, but if it is a service of 
love, it will be worth all the effort you put forth in 
“setting ready for Christmas.” 


December 22, 1935 
Fourth Sunday in Advent 


THE CHRISTMAS STORY IN SCRIPTURE 
AND SONG 
(By Rev. P. M. Kinports, Executive Secretary, 
Luther League of America) 

Usually at Christmas our meetings are planned with 
a topic for our consideration. Let us change our order 
of devotions this year and emphasize the spirit of Christ- 
mas through the use of song and story, giving special 
consideration to the meaning the birth of Jesus has had 
for the world. This service, based entirely on the 
Christmas carols, would be lovely and if you have ever 
had such a service held at the twilight hour with the 
room in which you were meeting lighted only by candles, 
you would know what a rich evperience that can be. 


9 e cy 

One Christmas week we attended a League candle- 

light service where someone with the touch of an artist 
had arranged the room. 


There was a single candle set high beside each of 
the two entrances in the rear of the room. These gave 
just sufficient light to enable one to enter and find a 
chair without stumbling. The only other spot of light 
was in the front of the room. Hung on the wall at eye 
level was a beautiful Christmas picture. (We suggest 
using either “The Star of Bethlehem” or “The Birth of 
Christ.” These can be procured in sizes 16x20—20 
cents, or 10x12—13 cents, in colors. They are Hoover 
Prints and may be ordered from the United Lutheran 
Publication House, 1228 Spruce Street, Philadelphia, Pa.) 
Beneath it stood a table and on the table, on each side 
of the picture, were candles, the light bringing into re- 
lief the picture. The effect upon one entering the room 
was immediate. Voices died away and in the quiet 
hush, filled with sweet music as the service began, wor- 
ship came easily. 
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We suggest that some such an arrangement be used 
for this service. Remember that quiet and the absence 
of any hurry or confusion are the two great aids in cre- 
ating an atmosphere of worship. 

The program can be mimeographed or printed so 
that no announcements need be made. 

Organ or Piano—Prelude: “Holy Night” Adams 
Prayer: We beseech Thee, O God, pour Thy grace into 
our hearts, that as we have known the incarnation 
of Thy Son, Jesus Christ, by the message of an 
angel, so by His cross and passion we may be 
brought to the glory of His resurrection, through 
Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen. 
The Cry of the Word and the Answer of Prophecy 
1. The Cry of the World—First stanza, Hymn No. 12 
P.S.H., “Watchman, Tell Us of the Night” 
2. The Voice of Prophecy—Isaiah 9:2, 6,7 
3. The Cry of the World—Second stanza, “Watchman, 
Tell Us of the Night” 
4. The Voice of Prophecy—Isaiah 11:1-9 
The Cry of the World—Third stanza, “Watchman, 
Tell Us of the Night” 


The Annunciation 
. To Mary—Luke 1:26-35, 38 
2. The Magnificat—Luke 1:46-55. (Can be chanted. Ves- 
pers: ees. Me and CSiB») 
3. To Joseph—Matthew 1:18-25. 


The Birth of Jesus 

1. “Come Hither, Ye Faithful,’ Hymn No. 16 P.S.H. 
(First and second stanzas) 

2. The Journey to Bethlehem—Luke 2:1-5 

3. “O Little Town of Bethlehem,” Hymn No. 23 P.S.H. 
(First and second stanzas) 

4. Scripture—Luke 2:6 

5. “O Little Town of Bethlehem” (Third and fourth 
stanzas) 

6. Scripture—Luke 2:7 

7. “Away In a Manger,” Hymn No. 40 P.S.H. 


The Vision and Visit of the Shepherds 
Scripture—Luke 2:8 
2. “Silent Night! Holy Night!’ Hymn No. 20 P.S.H. 
(First stanza) 
Seripture—Luke 2:9-12 
4. “While Shepherds Watched Their Flocks,’ Hymn No. 
24 P.S.H. (First stanza) 
5. Scripture—Luke 2:13, 14 
6. “Hark! the Herald Angels Sing,’ Hymn No. 13 P.S. 
H. (First stanza) 
Scripture—Luke 2:15-20 
8. “Joy to the World,” Hymn No. 19 P.S.H. (First and 
second stanzas) 


The Adoration of the Wise Men (Epiphany) 

1. Before Herod—Matthew 2:1-10 

2. “We Three Kings of Orient Are,” Hymn No. 53 P. 
Silat. 

3. Before the Bable in Bethlehem—Matthew 2:11, 12 

4. “Beautiful Saviour, King of Creation,’ Hymn No. 184 
PLS aleile 

Offering: Worship with Offering—Violin or Piano Solo: 
“Ave Maria” - - - - Schubert 

Prayer: Lord’s Prayer 
(The hymns may be sung as solo, duet, quartet, or 

by the assembly.) 
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December 29, 1935 
Sunday after Christmas 
MY MONEY AND MATTHEW 28:19 


Deuteronomy 8:18; Proverbs 3:9, 10 
(By Miss Eva Peeler, Salisbury, N. C.) 


Program Suggestions 


_ Since we are in the midst of the Christmas season, we have 
tried to tie up the topic for today with the birth of Christ, as it 
affects our missionary work. 

Prelude: ‘“‘Medley of Christmas Hymns” 

Hymn: ‘‘Come Hither, Ye Faithful’ 

Psalm 19 read responsively 

Prayer: That we may keep Christmas every day in the year 

Scripture Lessons: Matthew 28:19; Deuteronomy 8:18; 
Proverbs 3:9, 10 

Introduction of Topic 

Solo: First stanza of “Forth In Thy Name, O Lord, I Go” 

“Go Ye’—Discussion followed by solo using first and second stanzas 
of “O Master Let Me Walk With Thee” 

“My Money’’—Discussion followed by solo, 
“Take My Life” 

“Prayer, the Source of Power’—Discussion—All stand and sing, 
“Lord Teach Us How to Pray’’ 

Offering 

Hymn: “It Came Upon the Midnight Clear’ 

Close with Sentence Prayers, that God will take us, and all that we 
have and use it in His service 


_ , Have at least two persons prepared in advance to discuss each 
division of our topic. (All hymns suggested are from the Parish 
School Hymnal.) 


using fourth stanza 


Introduction 
We are celebrating the happiest and most joyous 
season—the time of the year when all the world is think- 
ing in terms of others—even the non-Christian. There’s 
something about the Christmas season that touches the 
heart and pulls the purse wide open. 


People who have not had any pleasure since last 
Christmas are made happy at Christmas time—Why ?— 
Because a babe was born in Bethlehem who is the 
Saviour of the World. In the midst of all this happy 
celebration we hear the voice of this babe, grown to 
manhood, who has been crucified, dead and is alive again, 
saying unto us, “Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, 
baptizing them in the Name of the Father and of the 
Son and of the Holy Ghost”. 


From the brightness of the glory 
Go ye forth, He said; 

Heal the sick and cleanse the lepers, 
Raise the dead. 

Freely give I thee the treasure, 
Freely give the same; 

Take no store of gold or silver— 
Take my name.—T. P 


“Go Ye” 

A story is told by Pastor Hsi, of an old woman in 
China who was apparently a devoted Christian but who 
refused to join the Church. When the missionary asked 
her why she would not confess Christ when she loved 
Him, the old woman at last said that it was because 
there was one commandment of which she could not 
obey. Being old and afflicted with rheumatism, she could 
not go into all the world and preach the Gospel. She 
could only tell her family and friends about Him. 

How simply this old woman had taken for granted 
that Christ’s words spoken to His first disciples were 
binding on every true disciple. Each one of us can go 
“into all the world” in the ministry of Prayer and 
Money. 

“My Money” 

Our topic today is specifically concerned about 
money—not just anybody’s money—but “My” money. 
That is a very personal matter. We speak in glowing 
terms of the widow’s mite but how many of us are will- 
ing to match her gift? From the standpoint of the 
“mite” many of us give only that and forget that the 
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story of her gift is told, not from the fact that she gave 
a “mite’ but from the fact that she gave “All” she had. 
Many of us are not willing to give one-tenth, but she 
gave Ten-tenths. 

The story is told of a family, who, upon moving to 
a certain town made a pledge with God. If He would 
prosper them, they would give Him one-tenth of all of 
their profits. The business flourished and before long 
they decided that the one-tenth was too much to give 
for God’s work and they gave about half as much. 
Soon after this their business began to fall off and finally 
they had to leave town because they could not make a 
Could they but have known that giving is living. 

“Give, give, be always giving, 

Who gives not, is not living; 

The more we give 

The more we live.” 

It is not ours to say how much any one shall give, 
but God says, Let each of you lay by in store on the 
first day of the week—As God has prospered you. Two 
ways of giving—Systematic Giving—On the first day of 
the week—regularly—not just any time—not just once a 
year—hbut the first day of each week. If you pledge ten 
dollars to your Missionary Objective, give twenty cents 
each week, out of your salary or allowance—if you wait 
until the end of the year to pay—you’ll probably never 
pay. The best way of giving is tithing. On the day 
that you receive your pay check, lay aside one-tenth. 
That’s the Old Testament way of giving. That is what 
belongs to God. If you really want to make an offering 
you must give more—think of the widow’s mite. 

Each one must give what he has to give. William 
Jennings Bryan, after visiting a girl’s school in Peking, 
offered to assume the support of a girl and boy who 
wanted to go to school. After that he supported eight 
boys or girls in different mission fields year by year. 
What have we? Only a few cents, perhaps, but if we 
give them joyfully, God will bless the giving. 

After all, the money we have, God has given us the 
ability to work for He gives us health, He gives us 
minds, with ability to grasp a vision of the future in all 
phases of work. In Deuteronomy He says we shall re- 
member Him, because it is He that giveth the Power 
to get wealth. 


Nf Intermediate Topics _* 


living, 


December 1, 1935 
WHAT IS CHRIST SEEKING TO DO 
IN THE WORLD? 
II Timothy 1:8-12 

I left my desk at the noon hour to keep a luncheon 
appointment with a Scout executive for 1 o’clock. After 
running a few errands I stood at a busy intersection of 
Philadelphia, waiting for my friend to appear. Keeping 
company with me was the thought of what I could write 
into today’s topic that would be helpful to you. 


Before leaving the office I had spent some time 
thinking on the subject, but had not written down a 
word. But the question, “What is Christ seeking to do 
in the world?” kept popping up in my mind, especially 
so as I stood watching the crowds and traffic go by. 
So, I decided right then to gather material, and on re- 
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turning to the office, to write my findings into a topic. 

I looked and I listened and as I observed the faces 
of people, or watched the flow of traffic, or overheard 
the conversation of passers-by, I asked myself the ques- 
tion, “What is Jesus trying to do for this, that and the 
other person?” What is He wanting to do for the men 
I heard cursing; for the impatient and discourteous 
automobile drivers; for the worldly-minded girls; for the 
selfish rich; for the colored man; for the Jew; for the 
beggars—yea, for all who passed by me? 


What Jesus Has Done 
Our lesson tells us what Jesus has done for all who 
passed me just an hour ago. It is in verse 10. He 
“abolished death,’ brought life for now, and unending 
life hereafter. Christ has done those three things. And 
He is seeking to do them still; that is, He wants men 
to trust Him and accept what is theirs for the asking. 


The Blind Man and the Dog 

Among other things I saw today at the busy inter- 
section of our big city was a blind man being led across 
the main street by a dog. The dog had a harness about 
his body and over his back extended a stiff, solid leather 
handle to which the blind man held with a strong grip. 
The dog was doing for the man what he couldn’t do for 
himself—he was leading him safely along. The man 
depended on an animal that had been trained as a puppy 
to lead the blind. As I watched the man and dog I 
was struck by their mutual understanding. The man 
waited for the dog to lead off, whereas the dog waited, 
with seemingly human sight, for traffic to stop before 
he proceeded on. At curbs the dog stopped to indicate 
to his master that he should step up. Upon arriving at 
a nearby park the dog gave out a “yelp” as much as to 
say, “Let’s have a frolic!” On hearing the dog’s bark 
the blind man released his grip and the dog waited. 
The man then made as if he were throwing an object, 
and the dog raced across the park in hot pursuit (know- 
ing that nothing was being thrown, but delighting in 
the fun nevertheless, if not, in a conscious service to his 
master). Many minutes were thus spent in play between 
the blind man and the seeing dog. 

To me, what I had just seen, was a living parable 
that fully answered the question “What is Christ seek- 
ing to do in the world?” Like the dog, Jesus wore a 
harness—a yoke (“Take my yoke upon you, and learn 
of me,” Matthew 11:29). We, like the blind man, can 
not see—spiritually (“And Jesus said, For judgment I 
am come into this world, that they which see not might 
see.’). Now read John 1:9-13. Isn’t that a beautiful 
and true comparison of Christ's mission among men? 
Didn’t Jesus come into the world to lead men safely on, 
as the dog led the blind man? Didn’t Jesus fill many a 
heart full of joy, heal many a sick and hopeless mind, 
cure many a diseased body—as the dog was doing for 
his friend? 


And He Still Is 
Yes, He still is! He is seeking to tell those men I 
heard cursing to consider the folly and danger of their 
bad habit. Hear Him say: “Thou shalt not take the 
name of the Lord thy God in vain.” 
He is seeking to tell those crazy automobile drivers 
I saw to be considerate and courteous. He would also 
have them remember, “Thou shalt not kill.” 
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He is seeking to tell the selfish rich men who passed 
by me, “Lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven, 
where neither moth nor rust doth corrupt, and where 
thieves do not break through nor steal.” 

He is seeking to warn the worldly-minded young 
women that “The life is more than meat and the body 
is more than raiment.” I’m sure He would have the 
modern “rouge-lipped,” “‘painted finger-nailed,” “cigarette 
smoking,” “empty-headed” girls “consider the lilies” and 
how they grow into loveliness and beauty. 

Jesus is seeking to tell those who passed me who 
are insincere in their religion, “Except your righteous- 
ness shall exceed the righteousness of the scribes and 
Pharisees, ye shall in no case enter into the Kingdom 
of God.” 

By those whose minds were plotting schemes to 
cheat and steal from their fellow men He is seeking 
through Paul to be heard with the words, “Let him that 
stole steal no more, but rather let him labor, working 
with his hands the thing which is good, that he may 
have to give to him that needeth.” 

Jesus is seeking to make men “whole,” as He did 
the woman who touched the hem of His garment. 
(Matthew 9:20-22.) 

To all the “Prodigal Sons’’—young men and women 
—who at one time lived in good homes, but now are 
content to feed on the “husks” of worldliness, I think I 
heard Him say, “I am the Way, the Truth and the Life.” 

Among those who passed me were “the dis- 
couraged,” the “unemployed,” the “sick,’ and those that 
“mourned.” I know He was having compassion upon 
them all. I’m sure I heard Him say, “Be of good cheer.” 

And so the crowds went by, both happy and sad, 
weighed down with the problems of life or carefree; 
both good and bad—all God’s children! 


Finally 

As life in all its forms passed by I asked myself, 
“But, who is responsible for helping Christ accomplish 
so great a work for all these people?” I was assured 
that “whosoever shall call upon the name of the Lord 
shall be saved.” But how many in this rabble of people 
I was seeing cared about being saved? Would some 
care if they were told? But who was to tell them? Then 
I remembered Paul’s words, “How then shall they call 
on Him in whom they have not believed? And how 
shall they believe in Him of whom they have not heard? 
And how shall they hear without a preacher?” 

I’m wondering if Jesus isn’t seeking hardest of all 
to make “preachers” of all of us who know Him. Yes, 
preachers, who will tell by word of mouth, and kind of 
deed, and form of life what the love of Christ has meant 
to us. 


December 8, 1935 
HOW CAN I HELP CHRIST’S WORK 


IN THE WORLD? 
II Timothy 3:22-26 
(By Rev. M. R. Gortner, Lansdowne, Pa.) 


Someone has said that the characteristic demand of 
Christianity is for a new world. It has always demanded 
a new world. There was a new world when the Dark 
Ages broke into light. There was a new world when 
the Reformation cast off the shackles of past centuries 
of oppression and superstition. The cry today is for 
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a new world, a release from the materialism that seems 
to be tightening its grasp on humanity. An answer has 
been made to this cry. “Christian Youth to Build a 
Better World” is the adopted slogan of Christ’s young 
people in America. 

It is Christ’s kind of a world we want to build, a 
world of brotherly love, justice, peace, happiness, and 
true prosperity built not on political maneuvering or 
economic schemes but on the principles set forth in the 
Sermon on the Mount. Those principles enunciated by 
Jesus nineteen centuries ago are yet far in advance of 
any human measures that have been tried during the 
intervening years. 

We know the kind of world we want, we know that 
it must come if civilization is to continue—it is well if 
we also know our part in bringing it to pass. 

If we want to help Christ build a better world, we 
must live as though Christ means something to us. 
Merely calling Him “Lord” will not do. Merely attend- 
ing Sunday School and Luther League will not do. We 
must also live for Christ on the playground, in the 
school-room, and in the home. The world will accept 
the principles of Jesus when those who say they love 
Jesus reflect Him in their daily lives. 

Many years ago, a young fellow by the name of 
Wray, a student at Princeton University, applied for 
appointment as a foreign missionary. He was a thor- 
oughly good man but not very quick with respect to 
learning, and when he reached the mission field he 
found it difficult to master the language. But though 
the simple natives could not understand his talk, they 
could understand his walk of life. One day, when, 
according to the custom in that land, they were seated 
in a circle on the ground, listening to the instruction of 
one of their teachers, the question was asked, “What is 
it to be a Christian?” For a while none could answer. 
But finally one of their number pointed to where this 
young missionary sat and said, “To be a Christian is to 
live as Mr. Wray lives.’ Not one of them could read 
the gospel according to Matthew, Mark, Luke or John, 
but all could read the gospel according to Wray. 

So, we do help Christ build a better world by 
exerting a Christian influence and by showing that the 
Spirit of Jesus is in our hearts. We want to live so 


that we may be able to say: 


May every soul that touches mine, 

Be it the slightest contact, get therefrom some good. 

‘Some little grace, one kindly thought, 

One aspiration yet unfelt, one bit of courage for the darkening sky; 
One gleam of faith to brave the thickening ills o1 life, — 

One glimpse of brighter skies beyond the gathering mists, 

To make this life worth while and heaven a surer heritage. 


Again, if we are going to help Christ’s work in the 
world, we must dedicate our lives to Him and to His 
cause. This does not mean that all must be ministers 
or deaconesses, but it does mean that we must “seek 
first the Kingdom of God and His righteousness.” Wil- 
liam Carey said: ‘““My supreme task is the building of 
the Kingdom of God, and I cobble shoes to pay the 
expenses.” There is no half-way station on the Chris- 
tian road. Christ says: “Follow me,’ and He means 
“follow me all the way.” 

History shows us what the Lord can do with lives 
dedicated to Him. Years ago, when America was 
looked upon as “a land abounding in Indians, wild beasts 
and dangers of all sorts,” a time when the population 
of the country was increasing far more rapidly than its 
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spirituality, there came to America, Henry Melchior 
Muhlenberg. At the age of thirty-one, he gave up com- 
forts and honors in his home land and accepted what 
he believed was the Lord’s call to plant the Church of 
the Reformation in the new world. 

“Eeclesia Plantanda” was his motto, “The Church 
Must Be Planted.” His reports show how he traveled 
constantly on horseback in all kinds of weather, preach- 
ing one day at “The Swamp,” the next at “The Trappe,” 
nine miles away; in a couple of days at Philadelphia, 
thirty-six miles distant; how he established congrega- 
tions and schools; how he gave himself to the work of 
eathering the scattered Lutherans and establishing a 
Church which today claims over four million adherents 
in the United States alone. The white marble slab mark- 
ing his grave bears this inscription, “Who and What He 
Was, Future Ages Will Know Without a Stone.” And 
this is true, because Henry Melchior Muhlenberg gave 
himself to the Lord. 

Here is a man named Wilfred Grenfell. He came 
many years ago under the influence of Dwight L. 
Moody, another dedicated life, and under that influence 
his whole career was changed. He was led to devote 
his unusual intellectual powers, his professional skill as 
a physician, the force and charm of his personality, to 
the service of a lot of unfortunate, neglected, forgotten 
fishermen yonder on the coast of Labrador. He first 
gave himself to the Lord and today his unselfish, effh- 
cient service is known and honored throughout the whole 
English-speaking world. 

Thus we see what the Lord can do with lives dedi- 
cated to Him. He is willing to do as much for all. 
Shall we prove Him? Then say in the words of that 


fine old hymn: 


Take my life and let it be 
Consecrated, Lord, to Thee; 
Take my moments and my days, 
Let them flow in ceaseless praise. 


Take my love; my Lord, I pour 
At Thy feet its treasured store; 
Take myself, and I will be, 
Ever, only, all for Thee. 


To live as though Christ is our accepted Leader, to 
dedicate our lives to His work in the world, means that 
we will take definite positions relative to certain world 
problems. Intermediates are not too young to think 
seriously about the liquor problem, the race problem, and 
the problem of war. That which some men and women 
drink to make their bodies and souls the fertile soil for 
almost any sin, that which prompts people to look down 
upon and despise those of another race or color, that 
which excites man to destroy his fellow man, all these 
are contrary to the teaching of Jesus and the principles 
of His kingdom. The Christian, young or old, is chal- 
lenged to follow his conviction of what is right in these 
things and to refuse any compromise. If we are to do 
Jesus’ work, we must hearken unto His will and obey 
without flinching. 

Then, there is the matter of Sabbath desecration. 
Materially-minded people are doing all they can to hinder 
Christ’s work, even on His own day. Every allurement 
is placed in our paths in an effort to draw us away from 
the Church and the worship services. Not content with 
six days in which to ply the business of life, they would 
steal the Lord’s day and make it like the others. Young 
Christians can help Christ’s work by maintaining an 
attitude toward the first day of the week that to them, 
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at least, it will be in truth “the Lord’s Day,” and a day 
of hallowed associations. 

The world is in confusion today because people 
everywhere have been listening to the voice of the world 
rather than the voice of Christ. We are in darkness 
because we have been following the wrong light. A 
cartoon appeared in many newspapers over a year ago 
which was widely and deservedly praised. It was en- 
titled “Worldly Fears and Uncertainties.” At the top 
is the line: “Maybe we are depending too much on the 
wrong light.” In the foreground is a perplexed and 
baffled figure entitled ‘“‘Befuddled Mankind,’ groping 
and raking amid the debris of a world in ruins. He 
holds in his hand a lantern marked “The Material,” and 
cries amid the gloom, “I am lost!” Behind him stands 
the radiant figure of the Christ, wearing a halo. He 
bears the mark of the spiritual, looks with compassion 
upon the poor wretch groping in the darkness of a 
ruined world, and cries, “I am the light of the world!” 

Yes, we have been depending too much on the 
wrong light. Befuddled mankind will never find its way 
guided by the material. The world must turn to Jesus, 
and those who know Him must point the way. 

The call of the hour is for men and women, and 
young people, and boys and girls, to stamp the period 
of history lying within their grasp more indelibly than it 
has ever been done before, with the image and teachings 
of Jesus Christ. 

Our Lord and Master, Jesus Christ, has never 
ceased to call for volunteers. He is calling today. The 
world desperately needs Christ and His help in bringing 
in a better day—Christ needs us to help Him do His 
work in the world. Will you give Him your life and 
say to Him that you will go with Him down to the end 
of the trail? 


December 15, 1935 
BOOK REVIEW—‘THE ELEVENTH CHILD” 
By Edna Geister 
Exodus 20:12; James 1:26, 27 

“The Eleventh Child” is one of the books of the 
1936 Reading Course. We are reviewing it here so that 
you will be led to purchase it, as well as the other books 
in the course. For additional material on the book refer 
to the Quarterly Helps. In two weeks we' will study 
another one of the books. 

The characters in a book more than anything else 
make the book. When persons in books are portrayed 
as “human beings” and not as “angels,” or even as 
“devils” (for there’s both good and bad in all of us), 
they make the book interesting and helpful. One of the 
reasons the Bible is an up-to-date book is because both 
the good and bad of its characters are set forth. 

The persons in “The Eleventh Child” are real, not 
“dummies.” A hasty glance at “The Porters” will make 
you want to know them intimately, 

Father Porter, who had so many children he didn’t 
know them all. 

Mother Porter, who always had room for one more 
in her heart and home. 

Aunt Martha, who barked, but’ didn’t bite. 

Anne, who was going to be married. 

Dick, too busy for nonsense. 

Ruth, always ready for nonsense. 
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John, who stayed under cover. 

Paul, fat, lazy and good-natured 

Tod and Tony, “those awful twins.” 

Bob, who stood by the new sister. 

ies and Betty, who thought Porterville was perfect. 
nd— 


The Eleventh Child, who thought that it was going 
to be terrible. 


Contents of Book 
There are twenty-three chapters, 204 pages and six 
illustrations in the book. To give anything like a “just” 
review of it here is out of the question. Even if that 
were possible it wouldn’t be wise. A review is merely 
intended to “whet your appetite.” That this might be 
done no better way can be employed than by “snacks 

of conversation” from the book itself. 


Chapter II 
Scene: Depot. 
Characters: The Eleventh 
Porters. 

Conversation (as Ethel, The Eleventh Child, ap- 
pears): “She looks as though she’d welcome a fight with 
a rattlesnake!” murmured Paul, with a smothered laugh. 
“Don’t you feel just like rushing up and kissing her 
on both cheeks?” 

That day the Porter children got nowhere with 
Ethel. Why, she even laughed at their merry-go-round. 

Mother Porter was absent from the home when 
Ethel arrived, so Aunt Martha became the victim of 
this outburst from Ethel: “I don’t want a bath and I 
don’t want your lovely home! I don’t want anything 
you can give me! I can take care of myself and all I 
want is to get away from this place!” 


Child and four young 


Chapter III 

Mother comes home. Ethel is tn bed “sore all over” 
at the Porter children. Mother gently lifts Ethel into 
her arms. Darkness. A word from mother, ‘You don’t 
mind, do you, child?” Silence. Mother turns on a soft 
light. Ethel looks into a sweet face. “Don’t be afraid, 
child, just take things step by step and everything will 
work out right,” assures mother. Ethel knew then that 
here in these arms she was safe. 


Chapter IV 

Ethel paints Patsy, the cat, and her kittens. They 
were white, but now they’re pink. Father denies “the 
eleven children” all privileges until he learned who 
painted Patsy. Several days pass by without a con- 
fession from Ethel. The other children become “madder 
and madder” at her. Finally the show-down! Bob is 
suspected and accused by his father. “Well Bob, I’m 
afraid we'll have to cancel your two weeks at camp,” 
threatens father. Like a good scout, Bob, who had seen 
Ethel paint Patsy, refused to tell on her. He’d swallow 
his medicine like a man. This touched Ethel to the core 
and in desperation she cried out in the presence of the 
family, ‘He didn’t do it, I did,” and with an agonized 
look at Mother Porter, fled from the room. 


Chap*er V 
Ethel explores the Porter attic; cuts rhubarb and 
incidentally runs into father in the garden and hears 
herself addressed as “daughter,” and winds up a day of 
new and thrilling experiences by riding a bicycle tied 
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to a motorcycle. This last venture turned out 
exciting than intended by Tod, who rode the motor- 
cycle. In order to avoid hitting a calf Tod stopped his 
machine abruptly. The stopped, but the 
bicycle behind it did not. It rushed forward, passed the 
motorcycle to the end of its tether, and then jerked back 
violently. Ethel shot through space and landed squarely 
in a puddle of water near the horse-trough! 


more 


motorcycle 


Chapter VI 

The Porters play “Indian” with the neighborhood 
youngsters. Bob whispers to Ethel: “Be a good Indian, 
Eth. Keep mum till you’re found.’ Ethel hides, and 
how she hides! Her hiding place was the cupola on top 
of the house. There ‘‘mid fright and mice” she remains 
until night time. The Porter family is terrified by her 
long absence. Every nook and corner of the Porter 
farm is carefully searched over and over without suc- 
cess. The search ended, however, when Ethel, scared 
by a bit of paper blown against the back of her head, 
let out a scream that was heard by the searching party. 
“Was I good Indian this time?” she said.to Bob. Bob 
drew a long breath, “Vl say you were, Eth! Gosh!” 


The Other Chapters 

And so each chapter is brim full of the escapades, 
jokes, laughter, tricks and pranks of the eleven children. 
Mother’s love and father’s wisdom shine forth increas- 
ingly as the chapters run their course. Tenderness and 
understanding; sacrifice and sickness; peace and happi- 
ness—all blend themselves into a beautiiul story, whose 
ending finds Ethel substituting for Mother Porter at the 
head of the Porter family, the wife of Bob. 


December 22, 1935 
CHRISTMAS 
Luke 2:1-20 
(By Rev. Alford Naus, Camden, N. J.) 

Christmas is a joyous time in the lives of boys and 
girls. In every nation it is held as the special time when 
gifts are to be given and gifts are to be received. 

Unfortunately this part of Christmas has over- 
shadowed the greater significance of the real celebra- 
tion. Sometimes we think more of the presents than 
we think of the things for which Christmas was first 
started. Christmas is the time for special praise to God 
for His eternal gift to all mankind. That gift was His 
only Son. It was the supreme gift of love 

Sometimes some of our giving is prompted by 
lesser motives. Sometimes the gift is given because we 
are expecting something of equal value in return. Some- 
times the gift is given because of something the person 
has given us in the past. We do not want to appear 
cheap so we send gifts of about the same value. But 
Christ admonishes us not to give gifts because we ex- 
pect something in return. We are to give them because 
we love. “We love because He first loved us.” 

It would be an excellent thing for us to look around 
our community and write down the names of all the 
boys and girls, in our church or out, who will receive 
much less than we shall. Then after we have made the 
list as complete as possible why not plan to do some- 
thing about it? Why not make very definite plans to 
make them happy by seeing that they get very special 
attention during this most joyous time of the year? 
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This may not necessarily need money. ‘There are 
many things which can be done with no money or very 
little of it. There are always things which can be 
rebuilt and repainted. Dolls can be redressed and fixed 
up to look just like new. Toys can be repaired and 
made to serve very excellent use before they are worn 
Perhaps the League could get together and make 
up some baskets which can be given to needy families 
not Ask your pastor for 
suggestions along this line. 
many very helpful ideas. 

Of course, we always expect the members of the 
League to be co-operative with the church’s 
but we especially expect it during this Christmas season. 
Every church has special services to which every mem- 
ber of the League should be present. Perhaps there will 
be special opportunities for helping in pageants, cantatas 
or special Intermediate programs. Again your pastor 


out. 


much. 
He will be able to offer you 


who will have very 


program, 


will be able to offer help. 

Christmas is opportunity time. It is the special op- 
portunity to be of service to other folks. If we are to 
have any happiness during this Christmas season it will 
come to us because we have made special effort to make 
someone else happy. It will come because we have fol- 
lowed Christ’s example and have put love into practical 
everyday living. 

The expression of that love should 
homes. 


start in our 
We love our parents but sometimes we don't 
put that love into very practical example. 
to be grouchy when asked to do something. It is easy 
to forget when we have promised something. We should 
not only take special care to do the right things around 
Christmas time, but members of the League are expected 
to be courteous, kind and respectful at all times and to 
all people. This is not to be done because we expect 
presents in return. Everything we do for our parents 
or for other people should be done because of our love 
for them. Remember that love is the center of all 
Christianity. It is the only true motivating power. It 
is the only one which lasts. 

We may be rich or we may be poor, we can be sure 
that there is no happiness outside of love. It is one of 
those precious things which cannot be bought or sold. 
And stranger still it is one of those things which we 
only keep by giving it away. Love, if we are to keep it, 
must be shared. It must be shared with our parents. 
It must be shared with our teachers. It must be shared 
with our playmates. It must be shared with everyone 
we meet. If it isn’t then we are sure to lose it and when 
we lose it we have lost the secret to the happy life. 

In the thirteenth chapter of First Corinthians we 
find an amazing chapter written by Paul about love. It 
might be a very good idea to read this chapter to the 
whole League right now. In each place where the word 
“charity” appears in your text substitute the word “love” 
Then as you read remember that this is the Christmas 
lesson and we are thinking about Christmas presents. 


tisueeasiy 


December 29, 1935 
BOOK REVIEW—“TWO WORDS” 


By Margaret Slattery 
II Timothy 3:14-17; I Peter 5:6-11 


Into the little book “Two Words” is written many 
big thoughts. They are thoughts important to you. The 
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strange thing about answering these big thoughts is the 
fact that two very small words only are required. But 
how you decide is what matters. Those two small words 
are “yes” and “no.’ And the thoughts at issue concern 
your influence and happiness all the days of your life. 


This mighty little book is an attempt to lead your 
thoughts to the highest levels possible. If you are 
sensible enough and brave enough to be guided by your 
best self, the path those thoughts take will without a 
doubt bring you untold joy and satisfaction. But if you 
are a coward or a weakling and allow yourself to be 
enslaved by worldly thoughts, the path you take will 
without a doubt bring you untold sorrow and shanie, 
and perhaps utter defeat. 


Chapter I—Two Words 

Two of the shortest words to be found in all Jau- 
guages are “yes” and ‘‘no.” Here the author takes a 
brief look back into history and points out the disastrous 
results of a “yes” when a “no” should have been said; 
or a “no” when a “yes” should have been spoken. 

The case of Napoleon is cited. The question is 
asked: “Would he have thrown all Europe into war had 
he foreseen the outcome? If exile, instead of the world’s 
crown, had been foreseen would he have sacrificed his 
own happiness and the lives of countless men? 

The same question is asked of the Kaiser, now 
exiled in Holland. Would he have said “Yes” to a world 
upheaval that will be felt as long as the world stands. 
had he known then what he knows now? 

And in America, would slavery, and the civil war 
not have been spared us had those early slave traders 
seen the end of the road? 

Had this book been written today I’m wondering if 
the author would not put the question to Mussolini, 
“Are you sure a ‘ne’ to war in Ethiopia wouldn’t be 
fame Detter thaneam yes 

Concluding the first chapter the author says this, 
“Because you, the boys and girls 6f today, have more 
power to act for yourselves, more of an opportunity to 
say yes or no without interference on the part of adults 
than any youth in the world’s history have ever had, 
the responsibility rests more definitely upon you. Youth 
can determine as never before the end of the road for 
itself. Among the hundreds of boys and ‘girls I have 
known for years there have been some who have been 
heroic in the ‘yes’ they have said in a crisis. I shall 
tell you in these few pages the story of that ‘yes.’ Some 
haev said a ‘yes’ that brought disaster. I shall tell 
you of that. Some have said ‘no’ clearly, bravely, 
splendidly to temptation which could lead only to a 
wreck at the end of the road. I shall tell you the story 
of that ‘no. Some have said ‘no’ to a call to stand 
for pure, fine, honest living. I shall tell you the story 
of such a ‘no’ and where it led. These stories will be 
of actual boys and girls, real living young people.” 
* * * “Sometimes the story will be sad. Sometimes 
it will be so brave and courageous that it will thrill you 
with pride to know of these brave-hearted young people 
who live in your own day.” 


Chapter II—An Early Morning “Yes” 
This chapter tells about two boys thirteen years of 
age who said “yes” where they should have said “no.” 
The thing they did wrong was innocent enough the first 
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time they did it, but continuing to do it for several 
years resulted in one boy losing the sight of one eye 
and partially blinding the other eye; while the other 
boy’s career was blasted by what he had accidentally 
done to his friend. It all happened because the two 
boys did not possess the courage to Say “no.” 


Chapter I1I—What Betty Said At the Senior Party 

The author opens this chapter as follows, “No one 
can fail to feel the deepest sympathy for the boy whose 
‘yes’ met him at the end of the road in tragedy. One 
stops now and then for a moment and holds his breath 
as he thinks what the ‘yes’ and ‘no’ of the high school 
students of the world, spoken in just one little day, may 
mean to them and it. Surely they are ‘the words of 
destiny’.” 

The chapter at hand tells about a girl that was 
“different” in a day when there are so many “copies.” 
Betty said “yes” to her better self when urged to leave 
a group of young people who were out on a party, 
drinking, telling vulgar stories and having a gay time. 
That “yes” not only saved her, but changed the course 
of her escort’s life so that in later years they were 
married and now occupy a house of joy. 


Chapter IV—Ainslee and the Crowd 

In this instance it was a “no” said at the right time 
that kept another young girl from becoming ordinary. 
Ainslee was being urged by a school friend to give over 
her French translation to copy. She refused to do it. 
A few days later the teacher highly praised Ainslee’s 
paper in class. He also read two other papers that 
were almost identical. One had been copied from an- 
other paper by the girl Ainslee refused. Anslee’s friends 
called her “angel face’ “prude” and “prig” because 
she believed in honesty. A fight waged within her to 
take the low road, instead of the high. With God’s 
help she chose to keep on the high road. Today, twelve 
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years after saying “no”, she is an author. 


Chapter V—Kingley’s Week-end Dec:sion 
We will leave the last chapter altogether a secret. 
But as far as the outcome of life is concerned there is 
neither mystery or secrecy about it. It all depends upon 
whether you say “yes” or “no” at the right times as you 
slowly move toward the end of the road 


“* JUNIOR TOPICS ** 


The December topics breathe of Christmas cheer— 
because they tell of ways in which we may spread 
good will. 

Do not let your Juniors pass by Christmas without 
helping others. Let them share in some way. 

We have been talking about “foreign missions” and 
“home missions” so long; let us think this month of 
“inner missions’ and plan for those who need cheer 
right about us. 

And let us remember that after all it is not “mis- 
sions’ —inner, home or foreign alone for which we work 
—it is all part of one great plan to share the message 
of Christmas to His children everywhere. 

The material in the Topics Booklet, “Christmas 
Good Will” and the thoughts given here, will give ample 
material for a meeting, if the major share of the meet- 
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ing is spent in making and perfecting some of the plans 
suggested under “Expression” to share Christmas cheer. 

For further information on work among the blind, 
the needy, old or orphan, write to the Inner Mission 
Board, 39 E. 35th St., New York City, or the Inner 
Mission Board, 1228 Spruce St., Philadelphia, Pa. 

These topics and the material in the Topics Booklet 
were prepared for us by the Rev. H. H. Bechtold, D.D., 
Executive Secretary of the Inner Mission Board of the 
Ministerium of Pennsylvania. 


December 1, 1935 
GOOD WILL TO THE NEEDY 


Aim To teach the Juniors of some of the work of our Inner 
Mission Societies; 
to show them the needs of others less fortunate; 
to have them realize that Christmas means sharing; 
and to have them make some plans to spread Christmas 
good will to the needy. 
Ma@terial: Topic as here given. 


Stories from Junior Tcpics Booklet, No. 41, ‘‘Christ- 
mas Good Will’. 
Worship: The Angel Story, a Christmas 
hymn of the Juniors’ own selection, poem, 
“What Can I Give Him?’’—Christina 
Rosetti 
Topic Study: Thoughts on Topic as given 
here, stories from Junior Topics Booklet 
Expression: Some plans made to help 
others—W ork on some gifts for others 


The Topic 
You are likely thinking now about a happy Christ- 
The streets are beginning to be bright with decora- 
tions, the stores are filled with the most delightful things, 
and you are already beginning to see your Christmas 
tree, and trying to decide whether you want a black 
eyed doll or one with flaxen curls—or whether it shall 


Possible Procedure: 


mas. 


be a train of cars or an aeroplane. 

Let us stop to think a little of those who may not 
have such happy thoughts of the coming season. There 
are many who for reasons which we shall learn may not 
have as happy a Christmas as yours—and we want to 
find ways to make as many happy as possible. 

We want to remember that Christmas is not just 
presents—it is the time of showing the message of good 
will which the angels sang on the first Christmas. 

And we must remember that we not only at Christ- 
mas can help the needy, the neglected, the poor, those 
in trouble, in need of food, clothes, the unfortunate,— 
not only at Christmas, but all the year—that we can 
help them best with the message of the gospel, and lead 
them to help themselves. 

The needy—who are they? 

Lonely people are the most needy. Until the angels 
came to Bethlehem, Mary and Joseph were alone with 
the Holy Child Jesus. Try to find some one who is not 
in need of food, or clothing, or toys, but who does need 
Christmas cheer. 

The unknown poor. With all the public relief there 
are folks who are in real need. Find out where they are. 

Friendless old men and women. You will find them 
tucked away in odd corners of the community or living 
with relatives who are only anxious for them to die. 

Handicapped children and adults. The crippled, the 
deaf, the blind. Boys and girls who are out of work 
and whose parents are in need. Send them a secret, 
surprise gift. 

Do not forget the boys from your church in the 
Civilian Conservation Camps, Christmas may be lonely 
for them. 
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Above all search out the strangers. One of the 
loneliest things in the world is to be in a strange place 
at Christmas time. 

The needy are those folks to whom as a Christian I 
can give help by kindness, cheerfulness, prayer, or by 
helping them to help themselves; giving them or finding 
them some work. 


Expression 

What can we do for the needy? 

(Steer away from any “patronizing” and strive to 
make the Juniors see needy folks as people just like 
ourselves who for some reason do not have the privi- 
leges and chances we do, and with whom we can share.) 

Let gifts be given because of joy in the Christ Child 
rather than because “people are poor and need help.” 

If preparing gifts during the month involves a real 
sacrifice on the part of the Juniors—bringing some of 
their own toys for others, contributing to some gifts 
with some of their “Christmas money,” or shovelling 
snow, running errands, delivering Christmas trees, etc., 
to earn money which they give to spread Christmas good 
will—it will be well worth while. 

Plan to help some needy ones; the closer the con- 
tact the better—some one in the neighborhood perhaps. 

Choose from this list; or find some needy in your 
own congregation or neighborhood: 

1. Provide toys for children who might otherwise 
be forgotten. 

2. Send a small Christmas tree and trimmings to 
a family with little children—who might otherwise not 
have one. 

3. While not “needy”—except for cheer—gifts 
might be prepared for sick, shut-ins, folks away from 
home, or any one who might spend a lonely day. This 
may be a box, made as “Christmasy” as possible, with 
little trinkets purchased by the Juniors, wrapped in white 
paper, tied with red ribbon, one to be opened each hour 
during the day. 

4. Food, clothing, coal or other necessities as 
emergency exists—let Juniors help in providing these. 

5. Help some organization of the church in carry- 
ing out their Christmas plans, either by gifts, service 
Or money. 


December 8, 1935 
GOOD WILL TO THE BLIND 


Aim: to Ree ne Juniors what our Church is doing for the 
ind; 
to help them be considerate and kind to all afflicted; 
_ to suggest how they may share Christmas with the blind. 
Material: Topic as here given 


Stories from Junior Topics Booklet, No. 41, ‘Christ- 
mas Good Will” 
Worship: Hymn, Prayer of Juniors’ own 
selection 
Topic Study: 
Topics Booklet 
Expression: Some plans to help the blind. 


The Topic 

Close your eyes tight for a few moments. Try to 
think how it would be to go about the world with them 
always closed. 

Do you know any blind persons? Can you tell us 
anything about them? What is the Church doing for 
them? 

Almost every boy and girl likes to read. 
children are great readers. 


Possible Procedure: 


The Topic here and in 


Blind 
They have three ways of 
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reading: first, if some seeing person reads to them; 
second, with books embossed in Braille; and now, the 
talking book, which is like a victrola. 

Up to this time our Church has done most of its 
work for the blind through books. They are Luther’s 
Catechism, Habermann’s Prayer Book, Lutheran Hym- 
nal, Life of Luther, etc. There is a monthly magazine 
called the Lutheran Messenger For the Blind. 

We have people to visit the blind in their homes 
and we have a blind girl working in our office who writes 
letters to the blind. 

Several years ago one of the sections of the Phil- 
adelphia District Luther League bought us a Vaughn 
Press. It came from Paris, France, and is used to print 
books for the blind. Our first book was “Lutheran 
Landmarks and Pioneers” in three volumes. We sent 
it to all the important libraries for the blind in the 
world. One copy went to the Lutheran School For 
Blind Boys and Girls at our mission in India. 


Expression 

1. Be kind and considerate of blind and all af- 
flicted people. 

2. Contribute to a fund for printing books in 
Braille. ; 

3. Read to some blind person. 

4. When you see a blind person at a crossing help 
them across the street. If they have a trained dog 
they need no help. 

5. Ask your mother to buy blind made articles, 
like brooms, mops and rugs. 

6. Blind boys and girls have only a few books, we 
can make many more if our Juniors will help us with 
an offering. 

7. Most blind persons like some one to read to 
them. Try and find a blind person to whom you can 
read. 

8. Bea real friend to some blind boy or girl. 


December 15, 1935 
GOOD WILL IN HOMES 


(Old Folks’ and Orphan) 


Aim: To teach the Juniors of our Church’s care for the orphan 
and aged; 
to have them know something about the nearest Home; 
to have them share Christmas by giving Christmas cheer 
: _in some way in some home. 

Material: Topic as here given 

Material mt es Booklet, No. 41, ‘‘Christmas Good 
i 

Possible Procedure: Worship: Hymn “Joy To The World’, 
Prayer é 
Study: Thoughts of Topics as given here, 


Stories from Topics Booklet 
Expression: Some work planned and done 
for orphan home or old folks’ home 


The Topic 

Have you ever thought much about old folks? When 
I was a little girl one of my best friends was my grand- 
ma, who petted me, gave me many gifts, did much for 
me. Perhaps some of .you have a grandmother or 
grandfather in your home. If so, do you love them and 
treat them kindly, help them, and respect them? 

There are many old folks who cannot get about as 
well as they once did, who are feeble or sick, who have 
no one at all to care for them, no home—and they are 
no longer able to work. Our Church has provided for 
these folks—and we have the homes “where grandfathers 
and grandmothers live’—our old folks’ homes. 
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We visited an old folks’ home some time ago, and 
found it a home just like any other home, only very 
much larger. There was a large living room, big sun 
parlors, music, a fine dining room, a kitchen with great 
pots and boilers, plenty of bathrooms, the bedrooms all 
furnished just as nicely as can be, with all the fancy 
things found anywhere, a hospital room, laundry with 
great tubs, a huge coal bin, a pantry stored with jellies, 
preserves, vegetables, herbs for teas, and all sorts of 
good things—just like a great big home, and the folks 
who live there are just one big family. 


But even in such a happy home, when one has no 
folks of one’s very own and when one can no longer get 
about as lively as one once did, there come dark days 
and lonely days and we all can help to brighten them 
for these old folks. And Christmas is often the loneliest 
time of all if it were not for friends in the church who 
can help. 


Then there are our children’s homes. Children, 
whose parents cannot care for them, or who have no 
parents, are cared for by the Church. Some of our 
children’s homes are the happiest places imaginable. One 
we know has beautiful grounds all about it, a school 
house, a big dining room, dormitories, play rooms, and 
many things to make the children happy. At Christmas 
and other holidays there are always extra treats. If 
there were not good friends in the churches who thought 
about these boys and girls they would not have these 
treats. 


(Write beforehand to the nearest orphan home and 
old folks’ home and get some information concerning 
the work. If it is close at hand plan a visit. Or invite 
the superintendent to come and talk to the children. 
Make a chart with pictures of the home, if possible. 
Get all the information possible, your pastor will help 
you, and create in your Juniors an interest in these 
homes. ) 

Expression 

(This may be discussed and plans made, as part 
of the topic, after which time may be spent in making 
gifts for children or old folks, or practicing a program 
to be given at one of the homes.) 


What Christmas plans can we make for those in 
homes? Can we share Christmas good will with the 
folks there? 


Old people enjoy children’s programs. If the Junior 
League is giving a Christmas program, arrange to repeat 
it in some home for the aged. Do not make the pro- 
gram longer than one hour. 


Old folks like to receive mail. Get the names of 
those who have no friends and send them a shower of 
Christmas cards. 

Many old people like young people engage in “wish- 
ful thinking.’ Try to find out what their wishes are. 
Ask different people to be “wish answerers.” On the 
day that you have your program have two children, one 
to tell what the person wished for and the other child 
to take the gift from a large stocking and give it to the 
aged person who wished for it. 

Lavender sachets—a tiny bag of bright silk, with a 
pinch of lavender flowers inside a bit of cotton, tied 
with a ribbon and a scripture card attached, are easily 
made by the Juniors and liked by the old folks. 
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Handkerchiefs inside a Christmas card, or little 
Christmas surprise packages, little trinkets wrapped in 
white paper and tied with red ribbon, also please them. 

A Christmas program can be given in an old folks’ 
home. 

A toy shower can be planned for the orphan home, 
when each Junior brings a toy from the five and ten 
cent store, or one of his own in good repair that he 
no longer uses. 

Dolls may be dressed, scrapbooks made, or a Christ~ 
mas tree sent to the orphan home. 

Gifts for the work of the Inner Mission Society 
may also be contributed. 


December 22, 1935 
CHRISTMAS MEETING— 
“QO COME, LET US ADORE HIM” 


(As time will doubtless be limited at this meeting, make this a 
worship meeting, and then continue your plans for helping those in 
need or in homes. Doubtless this will be the time your public 
Christmas program in the League will be given if you plan one, 
If so, use some of the suggestions in the Christmas booklets, No. 16 
and 30 for your program.) 


Worship Meeting 
Use the hymn “Come Hither, Ye Faithful,’ No. 3 
in the Children’s Hymnal. Secure a large picture of 
“The Birth of Christ’ (Hoover Print—No. 2336) 20 
cents, to put on the wall and use in the meeting, and 
get small copies of the same picture (Hoover Print—No. 
1319) for each Junior. 


Small pictures distributed on each chair, so Juniors 
may pick up same without confusion. A folder of red 
construction paper may be made in which these are 
placed if desired. 


The large picture may be placed on a table, low 
enough for the Juniors to see easily. An easel may be 
used, or it may be placed against the wall. A white 
cover may be placed on the table, and two candlesticks 
with tall red candles may be placed on the table, one 
on either side of the picture. 

The thought to be emphasized is that as the shep- 
herds hastened gladly to Bethlehem to see the new 
born King, so we should joyfully serve Him and hasten 
to do His will. 

(Remember that Juniors can only worship through 
that which they are familiar, so have preparation period, 
when teaching is done, and then use nothing unfamiliar 
in the worship service. 

Teach the response, or have it written on black- 
board, so that the service is smoothly conducted. 

Have the group ready to worship. 

The table with the picture should be arranged before 
the meeting, the offering baskets and hymnals in place, 
Juniors as ushers appointed beforehand. 

The leader and the pianist should have a complete 
copy of the program before them.) 

The Meeting 
Preparation—(as Juniors gather): Have refrain— 
O come, let us adore Him, 
O come, let us adore Him, 
O come, let us adore Him, 
Christ, the Lord. 

(Sung to tune of refrain of “Come Hither, Ye 
Faithful”) written on blackboard. 

If the Juniors do not know the hymn “Come 
Hither, Ye Faithful,” go over same with them until they 
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are familiar enough with same to join in during the 
meeting. 

Worship: 

The Leader: We want to think about ‘Worship to- 
day. We may not be able to give money, or fine gifts, 
but we can all worship. 

Our Christmas story centers around the Babe of 
Bethlehem. Look at our picture today. Who is in the 
center of the picture? Upon who is it that everyone is 
looking? On the Baby Jesus. 

Our Christmas story tells us also about angels, and 
shepherds, and wise men. If we think of all these 
people, whether they were the angels of heaven, the rich 
men of other lands, or the lowly shepherds, we find they 
all came to seek the Baby Jesus for one thing—to wor- 
ship Him. Doesn’t that help us to see that we, too, 
should worship Him? 

Juniors: Refrain: 

O come, let us adore Him, 
O come, let us adore Him, 
O come, let us adore Him, 
Christ, the Lord. 

Leader: The angels worshipped and adored Him. 
What does our Bible tell us about them? 

Junior reads Luke 2:13, 14: 

“And suddenly there was with the angel a mul- 
titude of the heavenly host, praising God and saying, 

Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace, 
good will toward men.” 

Leader: And so the angels worshipped. So 
we worship. 


may 


Juniors: Refrain: 
O come, let us adore Him, 
O come, let us adore Him, 
O come, let us adore Him, 
Christ, the Lord. 


Leader: We have a beautiful Christmas hymn which 
has worship in every line. Which verse of the hymn 
“Come Hither, Ye Faithful” tells us of the angels? Shall 
we sing it? 

Juniors (sing the third verse): 

Hark, hark to the angels, all singing in heaven, 

To God in the highest all glory be given, 

To Bethlehem hasten, with joyful accord; 

O come ye, come hither, to worship the Lord! 

O come ye, come hither, to worship the Lord! 
Leader: The angels’ worship teaches us to worship. 
Juniors: Refrain: 

O come, let us adore Him, 

O come, let us adore Him, 

O come, let us adore Him, 

Christ, the Lord. 


Leader: The shepherds worshipped, too. Look at 
our picture. In humble awe and adoration they kneel 
before the tiny Baby, giving Him the worship of our 
hearts. What does the Bible tell us of these shepherds? 

Junior reads Luuke 2:15, 16: 

“And it came to pass, as the angels were gone 
away from them into heaven the shepherds said 
one to another, Let us now go even unto Bethlehem, 
and see this thing which is come to pass, which the 
Lord hath made known unto us. 

And they came with haste, and found Mary 

and Joseph, and the Babe lying in a manger.” 
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Leader: And so the shepherds worshipped Him. So 
may we worship. 
Juniors: Refrain: 
O come, let us adore Him, 
O come, let us adore Him, 
O come, let us adore Him, 
GhicistethnesWonde 
Leader: The first verse of our hymn tells us of the 
shepherds’ visit. 
Juniors sing verse: 
Come hither, ye faithful, triumphantly sing; 
Come see in the manger the angels’ dread King! 
To Bethlehem hasten, with joyful accord; 
O come ye, come hither, to worship the Lord! 
O come ye, come hither, to worship the Lord! 
Leader: The shepherds teach us to worship: 
O come, let us adore Him, 
O come, let us adore Him, 
O come, let us adore Him, 
Christ, the Lord. 


Leader: Others also came to worship the Babe. The 
wise men came. What does the Bible tell us of them? 
Junior reads Matthew 2:1, 2,9, 10, 11: 

“Now when Jesus was born in Bethlehem of 
Judea in the days of Herod the king, behold, there 
came wise men from the east to Jerusalem, saying, 
Where is he that is born king of the Jews? For we 
have seen his star in the east, and are come to wor- 
ship him. 

And when they had heard the king, they de- 
parted, and lo, the star, which they saw in the east, 
went before them, till it came and stood over where 
the young child was. 

When they saw the star, they rejoiced with ex- 
ceedingly great joy. 

And when they were come into the house, they 
saw the young child with Mary his mother, and fell 
down, and worshipped him; and when they had 
opened their treasures, they presented unto him 
gifts: gold, and frankincense, and myrrh.” 
Leader: The wise men worshipped. So 

worship. 
Juniors (sing refrain): 

O come, let us adore Him, 

O come, let us adore Him, 1 

O come, let us adore Him, 

Christ, the Lord. 

Weader: 
worship. 
Juniors sing: 

To Thee, then, O Jesus, this day of Thy birth, 

Be glory and honor through heaven and earth; 

True Godhead incarnate, omnipotent Word! 

O come, let us hasten to worship the Lord! 

O come, let us hasten to worship the Lord! 


Leader: The wise men not only worshiped, but they 
brought gifts. So we can give Him gifts, especially at 
Christmas time. We can give Him gifts of money, or 
gifts of service, doing for others, or gifts of ourselves, 
kind hearts, loving service, for Him. May we ask that 
He will help us do this? 

Junior: O Lord, our dear Heavenly Father, we thank 
Thee that on Christmas Day Jesus came as Thy great 
Gift. Help us at this time to give gifts to others in Thy 


may we 


A verse of our hymn tells us we may 
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name. Help us to cheer those who need Thee. Bless 


our gifts to others at this happy season given in Thy 
name. May we all come and worship Thee, and may we 
give Thee what we can to tell others of the story of 
Thy dear Son. For Jesus’ sake. Amen. 


Offering—gifts for orphan homes and old folks’ 
homes. 


Refrain sung by Juniors: 
O come, let us adore Him, 
O come, let us adore Him, 
O come, let us adore Him, 
Christ, the Lord. 


December 29, 1935 
OVER THE MEXICAN BORDER 


Materials: The Book: Over the Mexican Border by Mildred 
Hewitt and Margaret Loring Thomas. For other helps see previous 
issues of the Review. 


Land and Liberty 


References: Over the Mexican Border, Unit II, pages 35 and 
62. Also, Fiestas, page 112. Brief summaries of Mexico’s struggle 
for independence, pages 118 to 120. : 

Preparation: The unit on Land and Liberty will contain much 
more material than can be used in one session. The outline sug- 
gested may be varied according to the choices made by the leader. 
The importance of the struggle for land in Mexican history, and 
something of the religious situation today should be emphasized. 
Note the stories of Mexican Christians, page 51; the story of Zapata, 
page 53. The story of Las Casas may be shortened by beginning it 
at the last paragraph on page 55. The story of Hidalgo is on paze 
59. The telling of these stories and of the stories of the Mexican 
Christians may be assigned to Juniors, as well as features of the wor- 
ship period such as the prayer and Bible reading. 

Have ready whatever is needed for the handwork projects. 
for playing on the piano or victrola the ‘“‘Ave Maria’’. 

Pre-Session: As the children gather let them continue work on 
handwork projects; if a village is being made, work on the school 
and church. Write any new Spanish words desired on the black- 
board. (See page 45.) Work on the class record. 


Plan 


Program 
Quiet Music: This Is My Father’s World. - ; 
Conversation: Ask questions found on page 37. Guide a dis- 
cussion of the struggle for liberty in Mexico as compared with our 


own. 

Hymn: This Is My Father’s World. 

Stories: Zapata, Las Casas, Hidalgo, brief accounts. _ 

Report of the Committee on the present religious situation. <Al- 
low time for questions. 

“Ave Maria,” played on the piano or on victrola record. 

Stories of Mexican Christians. 

Leader tells about the celebration on December 12th of the fes- 
tival of the Virgin of Guadaloupe. 

Prayers: See pages 41 and 43. 

Hymn A Christmas carol. é 

After the Program: Discuss plans for a public meeting and 
suggest that this will offer an opportunity for the Juniors to help 
others to understand better and think in a friendly way of the people 
of Mexico. —— . 

Assign to a small group the dramatization of a Mexican market 
scene such as was described in the story ‘“‘Fiesta Earrings’. If pre- 
ferred one of the hero stories may be dramatized. Include the 
dramatization in the following session. 


(Prepared under the direction of the Light Brigade Department, 
Women’s Missionary Society.) 


DECEMBER PROGRAMS FOR THE 
LITTLE LEAGUERS 


Use the program in the booklet, “Programs 
Leaguers’ (25 cents from Headquarters), and make use 
following additional suggestions: 

Plan your work for the whole month before December 1. 

Refer back to the Note under the Topic for November 24, 
and secure the handwork you want the little folks to use. 

With the suggestions in the Booklet, the handwork mentioned, 
and the program in the booklet, ‘‘What Does Christmas Mean?”’, 
ample material is available. 


December 1, 1935 


For The Little 
of the 


Do not fail to have the little omes do something’ for others. 


Let it be something concrete in which they actually see the good 
they are doing. They like to bring gifts and put them under a 
Christmas tree and then give them to others. If so, see that they 
carry the gifts to some children. 


1935 


Let the mothers make these 
If they can at 


December 8, 


The little ones like to fill stockings. 
of red net, and at one of the meetings fill them. 
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this meeting march in where a committee of Senior Leaguers are 
filling baskets and place a stocking in each basket it will help. 


December 15, 1935 


_ Let the children carry a Christmas plant to some shut in, or 
sing and give a program for some group. Old Folks flways like 
to hear tiny children tell the Christmas story—if you can plan a 
program for scme old folks’ home, do so. 


December 22, 1935—A CHRISTMAS PROGRAM 


Arrange a Christmas program with these little ones for this 
meeting the week before Christmas. 


; Do not have a set program of recitations memorized by the 
little ones, and a number of ‘‘exercises”, or have the children on 
show. Let them merely go over the Christmas story as they have 


learned and shared it with others. 

_Invite the parents and another group of children, or the congre- 
gation if desired. 
: Review the past four weeks’ lessons. Have the little ones tell 
in the.r own words the story of the Babe, the angels, the shepherds, 
the wise men, 
Have them sing ‘“‘Away In A Manger’ and any other Christmas 
carols they know. As the Chrisimas story is told, at the proper 
places repeat the Bible verses they have learned. 

Have on display any handwork which they have made. Ii they 
have made a Manger Scene, let a number of the little ones explain 
it to the visitors. If posters and other work has been done, do 
likewise. This fosters a pride in their work. 

Use Christmas pictures generously through the program. Let 
the little omnes tell the story of those they know, and have one or 
two new ones as a surprise for the little ones. 

Also tell Christmas stories. Have a new one ready 
the children. Let them gather in a circle as you tell it. 

At the proper time in the program have your plans for sharing 
with others. If gifts are to be given to others, have them placed 
beneath the tree. If stockings are to be filled, have everything ready. 
If nothing else can be done, have a number of Christmas pictures 
on hand, and some bright sheets of colored paper, and let each child 
paste some pictures on a sheet, and assemble the whole into a Scrap 
Book to be sent to some sick child. 


to tell to 
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The little ones will doubtless come to this meeting bursting with 
talk about Christmas, and the things they have received, and what 
they have been doing the past week. 

Let them talk. It will afford many opportunities to teach some 
lessons of unselfishness and sharing. 

If it is thought practical the little ones may be asked to each 
bring along one of their new toys. Care should be taken in doing 
this if there are some who might have received little or nothing, or 
if some child has but one treasured gift and it might be broken. 
These are little things, but they are tragedies to the little child him- 
self. Again a child overwhelmed with many gifts if not checked can 
make all the rest envious. Better provide several toys yourself and 
let the group play with them, if there are any of these dangers. 

Have a little ‘‘Play Period’”’ when the little ones can play together 
and the leader can watch for opportunities to teach and correct faults. 

Then have a period when we talk over “our Christmas.” What 
did each one do? Have each one tell about the things he did. See 
that none are slighted and praise each one for one good thing done. 

Then talk over all that was done. Did we go to church? 
Did we think only of the good things we received? The toys we 
found under the tree? The dimner? Did we remember the little 
Lord Jesus who came on the first Christmas? Whose birthday is 
Christmas? Who should receive gifts? What gifts did you give 
to Jesus? 

A little girl I know has a birthday every year the day before 
Christmas. One day just before she was five years old she talked 
over with mother and daddy what she would like for her birthday 
present. Her mother mentioned a new blue dress she had been 
wanting. Daddy said, “I suppose you would like a new doll.” 
And the little girl looked up and said, ‘‘Well, I’d really like either 
one of them a whole lot, but I’ll tell you what I’d rather have. 
The Junior League is giving the Italian Junior League a Christ- 
mas party. Could you take the money for the doll or the dress, 
and buy ice cream with it for those children at the party?” Her 
father did. And she went to the party and experienced the joy 
of sharing her gift herself. She gave away her own birthday gift and 
gave it to Jesus because she gave it to others to make them happy. 
Who did you give gifts to this Christmas? ; 

Close with singing again all the Christmas hymns the little 
ones know. 


“<Our Latch-string Is On The Outside’’ 


MESSIAH LUTHERAN “The Friendly Church” 


Sixteenth and Jefferson Streets 


Philadelphia, Pa. 
“«* Always Filled With Youth’’ 
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Hundreds Fill the Auditorium 
Every Thursda~ Night, 7:45 


BROADCASTS—WDAS 


Dr. Ross Stover 
Every Sunday Morning at 11:00 A. M. 
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The above illustration shows the ten desi 


gns of five color and gold lithographed 
as advertised on the back cover. Illustration shows outside and . 


(while supply lasts) on each card. Envelopes are tissue lined. 


Christmas Cards on fine quality Parchment Paper 
side of each folder. The Luther League Emblem is in full colors 
Thousands have been used by Luther Leaguers everywhere. 


Price, 30 for $1.00 Postpaid 


Remittance Must Accompany Order or Shipment Will be Sent C. O. D. 


With All Postal Charges Added 
For Sale Only by THE LUTHER PRESS 


429-437 HERR STREET, HARRISBURG, PA. 


A Good Safe 
College for Girls 


MARION GOLLEGE 


Founded 1873 
MARION, VIRGINIA 


In the Mountains of Southwestern Virginia 
Beautiful Scenery Healthful Location 


Four years of high school and two years of standard college 
work, with special courses including teacher training 


Cultural Surroundings. Able Corps of Christian Teachers. 


Thorough instruction. Credits readily accepted by leading 
colleges and universities. Personal interest in every 
student. Moderate cost. For information write to 


E. H. Copenhaver, D.D., President, or to May Scherer, Dean 


NEWBERRY COLLEGE 


NEWBERRY, SOUTH CAROLINA 


“A Good College for Men and Women” 


Owned and Controlled by the Lutheran Synods of South 
Carolina, Georgia-Alabama, and Florida 


In the heart of ‘“‘The Iodine Center of the Nation” 


Thorough courses leading to A.B. and B.S. degrees. 


Able faculty, adequate equipment, home-like atmosphere, 
well-balanced program of student activities, healthful climate. 


Very Moderate Expense 
For Catalogue, Write JAMES C. KINARD, President 


THE BALTIMORE MOTHERHOUSE 


Trains Young Women for the 


DEACONESS CALLING 
AND OFFERS COURSES FOR 


GENERAL CHRISTIAN WORKERS 


Send For Literature and Particulars 


THE LUTHERAN DEACONESS MOTHERHOUSE 
AND TRAINING SCHOOL 


Address: 2500-2600 W. North Ave. Baltimore, Md. 


Gettysburg College 


FOUNDED 1832 
Oldest Lutheran College in America 
Gettysburg College possesses an able Faculty made up 
° hristian men who are vitally concerned with 


the building of character as the fundamental 
thing in modern education. 


Located in the midst of the world 
famous Battlefield of Gettysburg 


For Catalogue and Book of Views, Address: 
HENRY W. A. HANSON, D.D., LL.D., President 


TO INSURE THE FUTURE 
OF THE SENIOR LEAGUE 


ORGANIZE 
JUNIOR 


9 to 12 Years 


INTERMEDIATE 


12 to 16 Years 


LUTHER LEAGUES 


For Complete Information, Write to 


THE LUTHER LEAGUE OF AMERICA 


Muhlenberg Building, 1228-1234 Spruce Street, Philadelphia, Penna. 
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Roanoke College 


FOUNDED 1853 
SALEM, VIRGINIA 


A LUTHERAN COLLEGE FOR MEN 
FULLY ACCREDITED 
Pre-Professional Courses 
Unusual Comopolitanism 
Mountainous Location In Historic Virginia 


B.A. and B.S. Degrees 
Superior Standards 


Attractive Illustrated Booklet Sent Upon Request 


Susquehanna University 


(Co-educational) Selinsgrove, Pa. 
G. Morris Smith, A.M., D.D., President 


AN ACCREDITED COLLEGE 
Stressing Quality In the Heart of Pennsylvania 


A Growing Faculty of Superior Qualifications 
Trained at America’s Outstanding Graduate Schools 


High Moral Tone Spiritual Values Emphasized 
 A.B., B.S. and Mus.B, Degrees 
An Accredited Conservatory of Music 
For Catalogue write either 
Emily E. Swettman, George F. Dunkelberger, Ph.D., 


Registrar Dean 


Muhlenberg College 


ALLENTOWN, PA. 


A standard college of the highest grade enrolled with 
the Association of American Universities. A strong, scholar! 
faculty. Outstanding courses in the Bible. Superior classical, 
scientific and philosophical courses. New equipment. New 
science building and library. The College with a representa- 
tive Lutheran chapel. 

An academic department of the highest grade admitting 
to all institutions. 


Send for catalogue and write for information to 
Harry #Av Benfer™ i= 7-9-5 = =F Fee Registrar 
John A. W. Haas, D.D., LL.D. - - - - President 


Zs Greet Your League Friends 
fess Christmas Day 
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UR Parchment Folders, in ten conservative (three 
religious) designs, all with the Luther League Em- 
blem in full colors, proved very popular last year 
and were admired by thousands of Luther Leaguets 

everywhere. The folders are of the best quality, lithographed 
(ten designs) in five colors, long folded. The sentiment in 
nearly every folder is finely engraved. Envelopes are fancy 
tissue lined. The Luther League Emblem, in addition to 
being in full colors, is also embossed, making a very attrac- 
tive greeting for Christmas Day. 


Because our sales have passed all expectations which permitted 
a lower manufacturing cost, we are offering the folders, 
guaranteed, at a very special price 


30 Cards, attractively boxed - - $1.00 Postpaid 
100 Cards, assorted, not boxed - - $3.00 Postpaid 


Unless Remittance accompanies order, shipment will be made C. O. D. 
with all postal charges added. 


Religious Assortment—=No. Two 


We have available a different assortment of religious cards, with the 
Luther League Emblem in single color, properly placed. 


15 Cards, attractively boxed -  - $1.00 Postpaid 


A special offer is given to Pastors and Churches who will 
use the Parchment Christmas Cards in quantities, without the 
Luther League Emblem. Write for complete. information. 


THE LUTHER PRESS 


Everything In Luther League Supplies 
429-437 HERR STREET HARRISBURG, PENNSYLVANIA » 


